
The Parish of St Mary-the-Virgin, Wivenhoe 

PCC Meeting on Monday 22nd June 2020, 7.30pm via Zoom 
 

Welcome & opening prayer: Erwin opened the meeting with a passage about being rooted in Christ 
when making big decisions from John’s Gospel Chapter 15 verses 1-6.  

Those present: Rev Erwin Lammens; Peter Terry; Douglas McCormick; Margaret Bigwood; Bill 
Eborn; Eleanor Newman; Greg Butler; Heather Edwards; Graham Wadley; Marika Footring; Graeme 
Martin; Glyn Stanway; Jane Taylor; Rick Cawley; Scott Danielsen and Bonnie Hill 
Apologies: Nick Gustard and Deirdre Gill 

Conflict of Interest – Bonnie Hill – Transformation Project Minute 2020\45  

Briefing Sheets: It was proposed by the PCC Secretary that all thirteen weekly briefing sheets (dated 
23rd March – 19th June 2020) be added to the June PCC minutes as an addendum.  This was 
seconded by Graeme Martin and approved unanimously. 
The PCC was grateful to Bonnie for producing the briefing sheets and it was decided that these 
continue until September. 

Minutes of the PCC meeting held on the 9th March 2020 were approved. 

Minute 2020\42 Matters arising from the PCC Minutes  
El had asked for all those who have a Safeguarding Course Certificate to send a copy to her for her 
records. 

Minute 2020\43 Correspondence:  None. 

Minute 2020\44 Finance – Bill Eborn 
a) Cash in funds as at end May 2020 

 Nominal Account Name £ 
May 

£ 
April 

  

Free of Restrictions General Fund 54,458.55 43,754.76   

Restricted Bell Fund 12,112.77 12,112.77   

Restricted Choir Fund 865.27 865.27   

Restricted Fabric-General 796.51 773.51   

Restricted Fabric-General for Carolin Garden 6,500.00 6,500.00   

Restricted Fabric Langley-Bale Legacy 1,797.19 1,797.19   

Restricted Fabric Newton Legacy         204,365.92 204,420.04   

Restricted Pledge from Newton for South Porch 110,000.00 110,000.00   

Restricted Janet Ashton Legacy 10,000.00 10,000.00   

Restricted Flower Fund 423.62 423.62   

Restricted  FOSM 6,059.97 5,924.97   

Restricted Cory Maintenance Fund 1,735.00 1,695.00   

Restricted Organ Fund 40.00 40.00   

Designated Sunday Club 568.91 518.91   

Restricted  Annexe and Emergency Appeal 85,380.86 76,005.86   

Restricted Transformation Fund Main Appeal 92,682.00 84,428.68   

Restricted Wivenhoe St Mary’s Music Society 1,352.91 1,352.91   

 NOTE: All St Mary’s money for May has been banked. 
The final instalment of the Barbara Patterson Legacy (£58,701.88) has now been received and will 
appear in the end June figures. 
Bill explained the current financial position of The Transformation Project. As of 31st May of this 
year there is £353,264.74 available for expenditure. This figure does not include any income that 
will be accrued between now and 31.12.21 from the 33 donors who give monthly via standing order.   

b) Diocesan and Parish Finances 
The Diocese has given notice that the Parish share for 2021 will not benefit from national funds 
usually applied via Chelmsford Diocese.  The lack of national funding will impact on the parish share 
payable by St Mary’s and will increase by £9000 per annum.  Our budgeted costs will rise from £246 
to £270 per day. At present we are financially secure but income is not arriving at the same rate as 
the pre corona amounts.  Later in the year it is hoped that income will rise and we can continue to 
pay our parish share in full.  Normally it was a 2.5% increase annually but this will obviously be 
considerably more.  The implementation of the extra funds had been planned for 2025 but the 
Acting Bishop has brought it forward to 2021.  Graeme mentioned that clergy may be at risk if a 
parish cannot afford their priests – there will be exceptions made for poor parishes. It was 
suggested that everyone be asked to increase their giving by a £1 per week. When the appeal 
fundraising target is achieved it was hoped that some of that giving would revert to the general fund. 



Minute 2020\45 The Transformation Project  
a) Tender Process:  

Graham spoke about the process that had been taking place over the past three months.  The pre-
qualifying questionnaires were sent to five companies and after evaluation it was narrowed down to 
four companies and it was decided to ask them to tender. Bakers of Danbury, Rose Builders, TJ 
Evers and Beardwell Construction Ltd. Under difficult circumstances tenders were submitted while 
suppliers and others were not working.  All of them were similar figures – 10% apart.  Those at the 
higher end were less detailed and they had not visited site.  It was decided to concentrate on 
Bakers of Danbury and Rose Builders.  It became clear there were lots of gaps especially in the 
Rose tender whereas the Bakers quote was considered to be the best and lowest bid.  A final 
tender price is still outstanding and there are many areas of savings to be considered - for instance 
the big glass box on the annexe roof.  Lots of bid evaluation is going on to achieve the ultimate 
price and for this reason a final figure was not available for consideration by the PCC at the 
meeting.  Work continues and hopefully by the first week in July the final cost will be available. 
There are lots of other issues – we are close to finishing all of the pre-conditions of the planning 
consent. The brick samples have arrived and are in the churchyard now and the PCC were 
encouraged to go and look at them. 
There has been a significant change in the situation regarding planning permissions – these are 
extended to April 2021 so the 27th July is no longer a deadline for us.  There is therefore no 
difficulty regarding timing and no temporary measures are required to preserve the planning 
consent. 
El asked about fundraising and whether the target date for the raising of money could be taken 
advantage of. Douglas said the project needed to start as soon as possible as prices could go up if 
there were delays.  He said that the figures were two weeks away and more money raised between 
now and completion of the project would be advantageous and funds can continue to be raised 
during 2021.  Jane asked if the work had been completed by the archaeologists and Graham said 
that it was one of the pre construction planning conditions and work is still ongoing. The full report 
has not been received yet.  Archaeological excavations had taken place and the findings would 
need to be accommodated in the plans going forward. 
Graham has done a great deal of work for some considerable time as had Douglas and the thanks 
of the PCC were given to both. 

b) VAT: 
Very happy news – HMRC have confirmed by letter that the materials and labour for the extension 
will be zero rated.  The work for the nave falls into the listed places of worship scheme – the VAT 
has to be paid but if claimed within 12 months, the majority, if not all the VAT will be refunded.  A 
significant amount of money will be saved due to the ruling and the listed places of worship 
scheme. The VAT consultant has a little more to do but he was well worth the fees. 

c) Next Steps: 
A firm tender price and other details will be presented at the next PCC meeting in early July.  Bill 
said to bear in mind that there will be professional fees falling due at some point in the future. 

d) Note: The current total amount designated to spend on the project is £353,264.74 

Minute 2020\46 WiFi and streaming facilities in church 
The live Sunday morning services have been watched by many at the time or later in the day/week.  
Adam Terry a professional camera man had been in touch with Erwin and offered his advice on 
streaming services from the church. Erwin asked the PCC their views about whether live streamed 
services continue when the church is used by the congregation.  Scott thought that it was very 
important especially as he is so far away and for those who are in care homes\housebound and not 
able to attend in person.  It was agreed that this was an excellent outreach tool.  Scott was concerned 
about the fees that might be required for the system to be installed and this must be borne in mind. 
Adam just offered to begin the process but was not planning to get involved in the installation and no 
fee would be required.   
Bill was in favour of continuing and some research had been undertaken about broadband.  One of 
our biggest challenges is to get parishioners back in church and to ensure that their connection 
continues.  Jane spoke about the lack of access to Facebook for some people. If we did live stream 
the whole service via the website additional licences would be required.  Graham was not entirely 
happy about some of the musical issues if the whole service was broadcast.  Heather asked about 
children being shown in the church and it was felt that it was a public building and this may not be a 
difficulty. 
In principle the PCC were in favour of going forward with investigations and the Standing Committee 
would find out more details and report back to the PCC. 
Douglas thought that the installation of the broadband should coincide with the work on the 
transformation project. 



Minute 2020\47 Vacancies of major voluntary roles in church 
The roles of Voluntary Administrator, Catering team leader and Fundraising Co-ordinator needed to 
be filled.  Tidings will mention the need for the roles to be filled and it has been some time since there 
was a catering team leader.  Tricia is stepping down at the end of the year as fundraising co-ordinator 
and Viv Howard will be stepping down as Voluntary Administrator in October.  PCC members were 
urged to think about who they know and could assist. 

Minute 2020\48 Electoral Roll Officer 
Vivien Eborn had kindly volunteered to take over the role from Viv Howard and Erwin has accepted 
the offer with gratitude.   
It was proposed by Eleanor Newman, seconded by Graeme Martin and approved unanimously that 
the appointment be confirmed. 

Minute 2020\49 University Chaplain 
During the lockdown the Revd. Sara Batts-Neale had been appointed as University Chaplain and will 
also be licensed as Assistant Priest at St. Mary’s Wivenhoe, Greenstead with St. Anne and St 
Stephen New Town. 

Minute 2020\50 Any Other Notified Business   
a) Opening the church for private prayer: 

The rota for opening the church had been completed and published today. The rota goes through 
to the end of August.   

b) Tidings: 
Since lockdown in March, Tidings had been posted rather than hand delivered.  There is a cost 
involved and if we plan to continue until the end of the year the cost needs to be considered.  To 
the end of this year it would be £4 per address.  Erwin asked for the views of the PCC.  The 
potential cost could be £703.44 and people would be encouraged to donate to offset the cost. 
There was general agreement that Tidings should continue to be delivered by post. 

c) Identification of the Bishop of Chelmsford: 
A reminder that there is still a week to send our reply about the profile we want for our new 
Bishop.  Erwin would like to send a PCC contribution and urged members to either send 
something to the Diocese or to him before Monday 29th June. 

d) Next Meetings: A meeting will be called in July on a date to be fixed – the required seven days 
notice will be given. 
A PCC will also take place on Monday 14th September at 19.30  
Peter thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 
The meeting closed at 20.42 hrs. and concluded with those present joining together in saying The 
Grace. 

 

 



St. Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Number One - dated 27th March 2020 
 

PCC decision making 
As it is not possible at this time to predict when the Parochial Church Council 
will be able to meet, it is the intention of the Standing Committee that briefing 
documents – such as this one – and decision making - should it be required 
is conducted via email until such time as a meeting can be called.  The 
Church Representation Rules allows this form of decision making process. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting and Elections 
As you would expect the Annual Parish Meeting on 26th April will not be held 
and fortunately, although the report was ready, it has not been copied and so 
the date on the agenda can be adjusted.  Moving forward - it has been a bit 
of a challenge to find the information given below but I was determined to find 
it.  So here are the facts from the Chelmsford Diocese website –  
“If you haven’t yet had your Annual Meetings…. Don’t panic!   

 The deadline for Annual Meetings (Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 
APCM) has been extended until 31st October 2020. 

 Churchwardens elected in 2019 continue to hold office 
until 31st January 2021 unless their successors are admitted to office 
before that. (See 1. above). This extension applies also to churchwardens 
who were already in their sixth year of office. 

 Deanery Synod representatives elected in 2017 (or subsequently to fill 
a casual vacancy) continue in post until 30th November 2020. They will, 
therefore, comprise the electorate for the House of Laity of the General 
Synod, when those elections go ahead 

 PCC members will remain in post until the end of the next APCM, 
whenever that takes place.  This extension applies also to any who were 
due to step down from office in 2020.” 

So, as you will see everyone stays in place for the moment and we have until 
the 31st October to schedule an annual meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PCC members to 
note and inform 
others if they are 
asked about the 
Annual Meeting. 

ANNEXE  - Graham Wadley Douglas McCormick  

BACKGROUND 

At the PCC meeting on9th March 2020 we were authorised to proceed with 

several actions relating to the Annexe and particularly to ensure that we met 
the programme for some key activities such as the archaeological survey to 
achieve our long established programme to start work before the end of July 
2020. Significant effort has been applied to all topics since the PCC meeting, 
but these are now hampered by the restrictions imposed due to the 
Coronavirus safeguards and restrictions. 
This report is to advise the PCC of the status of our actions and to record 
these for future reference. 
ISSUE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS 
The meeting with Burr and Neve and Inkpen Downie was held on 16th March 
2020 attended by Douglas with Graham on speaker phone. The details of the 
tender document and issue were agreed and all parties made aware of our 
decisions regarding the archaeological survey and Carolin Garden. 
Since then work has continued. Both Burr and Neve and ID personnel have 
been working at home for the last few days, apparently quite effectively. It is 
still planned that the tender documents are issued to the original agreed 
schedule. 
However, we do not yet know if the selected contractors will be able to 
submit their tenders within the requested time frame. We have no specific 
information about the working status of these contractors, but there are signs 
that many of their potential suppliers are not working and will not be able to 
support the pricing process at the required time. 

 



We have agreed that the tenders are issued with the originally agreed return 
date requested, but we will have to wait and see if contractors require 
extensions to that date. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Following the approval given by the PCC, authority was given immediately to 
Inkpen Downie to arrange the archaeological survey with Colchester 
Archaeological Trust (CAT). CAT were very responsive and provisionally 
arranged to start the work on the survey on Monday 30th March and probably 
lasting for 3 days. 
In the last few days there has been a lot of discussion about the government 
recommendations with CAT reducing the number of operatives and ensuring 
that all provisions were in place for washing and distancing. The overall 
situation within the construction industry was closely monitored but there was 
not clarity in the requirements. After much dialogue and serious 
considerations CAT determined on 26th March 2020 that they would not 
undertake any of their field work for the foreseeable future. So this activity 
was cancelled. 
WHERE NEXT? 
We can only judge any delay to tender submission when contractors 
respond, perhaps in the next two weeks. The archaeological survey is ready 
to go but delayed until conditions permit the work to commence. Both are 
obviously completely unknown situations but realistically will almost certainly 
not allow us to start work to the long established programme to meet the 
requirements of the planning consent expiry date. 
We now need to monitor and probably enquire/lobby about possible 
extensions to the planning expiry date. We will, of course, keep you fully 
informed of any developments. 

Fabric Team 
Due to the present circumstances the Fabric Team has been suspended and 
responsibility for Fabric has formally been returned to the Churchwardens 
during the Coronavirus situation.   The Fabric Team have been dealing with 
all fabric matters since December 2014 on behalf of the Churchwardens but 
at the moment they cannot meet as a team. Urgent matters may arise over 
the next few weeks\months so it made sense to return the responsibility until 
better times when the Team can reconvene. 

 
Please see email 
attachment for 
details of the current 
status of the 
projects.   

Quinquennial Repairs to Stonework and Cupola 
An invoice has been received from Youngers who undertook the work and 
this has been approved by the Churchwardens for payment using the Minute 
given below as authority to do so.  The full details of the expenditure can be 
found in the Fabric Position Statement sent as an attachment. 
Minute 2019\89 Finance – Bill Eborn  
c)    Repairs to the Cupola and tower stonework  

The Faculty has been granted and a pre-contract meeting had taken 
place on Wednesday 4th September at 10.30 with a representative from J 
W Younger.  Simon Marks our church architect was unable to attend.  
Youngers have been good enough to keep to their original quotation 
which is excellent news.  The PCC approved an increased budget for the 
stonework and cupola repairs of £12,000+VAT this was proposed by Bill 
Eborn and seconded by Elle Vanner and unanimously agreed.  

 

Tidings 
As you will have had your copy of Tidings by now you will be aware that this 
was posted this time.  Thanks are due to Viv Howard and Lynne Horner for 
putting the database together and printing the mailing labels so that Bonnie 
could send them out.  The good news is that Bonnie managed to purchase 
sufficient stamps for two issues to be posted before the price increase on the 
23rd March.  As you will surmise from the above the plan is for the next issue 
to also go out via post.  Erwin has some spare copies. 

 



Hospital Chaplaincy – the box for items to go to Colchester Hospital is in 
The Rectory Porch ready for donations when people are on their way home 
for shopping or out for their once a day constitutional.  Your support will be 
much appreciated.  

 

Final note – as you will see on the top line I have numbered this briefing 
sheet so that when we do meet as a PCC, or need the briefing information as 
part of an email decision making process, we can find it.  
I plan to send the briefing sheets out each Friday – if you have any 
information you wish to circulate to PCC members please let me have it by 
Thursday evening.  Thank you. 
Bonnie 

 

 



St. Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Number Two - dated 3rd April 2020 
 

Erwin’s Report 
Church closure doesn’t stop church’s openness and reaching 
out 
A week after the announcement that all church services are 
suspended, we were instructed by the Archbishops and Bishops 
that the churches could no longer stay open for private prayer, 
weddings, funerals and baptisms.  This of course changed the way 
we work and stay in touch with each other.  It made us realise that 
building a church family doesn’t need a building.  Christians 
continue to do ‘church’ through prayer and action from their homes.  
Nevertheless there is a need to explore new ways how we can stay 
in touch with as many as possible and pray together. 
 
Most of the contacts during the isolation are made electronically or 
by phone.  But at the beginning of the crisis the Standing Committee 
had decided that printed communication will not be suspended so 
that those who are not online could still be informed about the latest 
news.  Tidings for April was sent by post to nearly 220 addresses.  
St Mary’s bears the postage expense.  This decision avoided the 
deliverers having to come out and be put at risk.  A huge thank you 
to editor Sue Clement and designer Bob Newell for their flexibility as 
the last changes were made only hours before the print copy was 
sent to the printers.  Sincere thanks to Viv Howard, Lynne Horner 
and Bonnie Hill for organising the labels, postage and sending.  We 
plan to do the same in May. 
 
With the help of my son Jonas I recorded a message for broadcast 
on Mothering Sunday 22 March on Colne Radio.  It was broadcast 
in three time slots on that day.  I organised the rota for weekly 
recordings among the Churches Together in Wivenhoe.  I am 
delighted that Bishop Roger will record a message for Easter 
Sunday. 
 
My daughter Mieke helped me to create a YouTube channel and I 
posted a clip for Passion Sunday 29 March.  I plan to make a clip in 
preparation of every Sunday until the end of the crisis.  The clip is 
now also available on St Mary’s website.  It has been watched over 
150 times. 
 
Clergy in the MMP have Morning Prayer together on Zoom every 
Thursday morning. 
 
We will be approaching families with children with an online version 
of our successful Easter activities for children.  Many thanks to 
Lucy Crocker for designing splendid worksheets.  You can 
download them here and forward it to families.  
 
A team of volunteers from St Mary’s has been set up to regularly 
phone vulnerable isolated persons in our community.  Deirdre and 
her pastoral team keep in touch by phone with the people they 
normally visit. 
 
I offered my help to Wivenhoe Mutual Aid as a phone buddy.  We 
also started collecting items such as tea/coffee and biscuits for the 
General Hospital Chaplaincy for use by NHS staff.  Every 
Tuesday a delivery will take place.  I have also been the first contact 
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for the Colchester deanery during the Area Dean’s break in the 
first week of the lockdown. 
 
Next initiative is live streaming of Sunday services from the 
Rectory through St Mary’s Facebook page.  The liturgical 
commission has announced that the Eucharist can temporarily be 
celebrated at home by the priest, alone or with their household.  The 
first live stream will be on Palm Sunday 5 April at 10.30am and 
then every Sunday until we resume Worship in the church. 
 
Meanwhile communications through the website, e-newsletter, e-
post, Facebook and Twitter will continue and regularly be updated 
courtesy of Marika Footring. 
 
Finally, I pray that you may stay well.  May God bless you.  Stay at 
home and in touch. 
30 March 2020 

 

 
If you haven’t joined Facebook 
yet, please do so before Sunday 
so that when you click on the 
following link you will be able to 
see the live streaming. 
https://www.facebook.com/St-
Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-
816444805403094/ 
 

PayPal It occurred to Marika that with the lack of church services 
there was no opportunity for those who normally give financially via 
the plate collection to do so.  Having consulted with Bill Eborn and 
others a PayPal account has now been set up and a donate button 
is now available online.  It is on the St. Mary’s website pages now 
and will eventually be on the St. Mary’s Facebook page too. 

 

Marina Nice  
It is with sadness but in gratitude for her life that I announce that 
Marina Nice has passed away last night.  Marina was a regular 
member at St Mary’s church until last year when her health 
deteriorated. She was on our prayer list since then.  Unfortunately in 
the current circumstances we cannot hold the funeral service in the 
church.  The service for the immediate family will take place either 
at Wivenhoe cemetery or Crematorium at a date agreed by the 
family. 
Erwin   1st April 2020 

 

Fabric: Douglas went to the Church on 28th March and has put all 
the contents of the small safe in the large safe along with the book 
rest and candlesticks.  He has the key and the two end pieces of the 
large safe key at home. He has also taken the large brass cross 
home.  He switched off the sound system which was on, checked all 
door and padlocks were secured and all was well. 
Heating – In order to avoid damp and damage to the organ and 
other areas of the church Erwin has programmed the heating to 
come on for a short time each week.  This will continue until the 
better weather arrived when it can be turned off altogether. 

 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT 
ANNEXE 
There has been much activity during the last week although it has 
been much frustrated by the inability to move forward in several 
areas. 
1. As advised earlier the Archaeological survey did not go ahead 

on 30th March as originally planned. 
2. The invitations to tender were issued to contractors as planned 

at the end of March for return by 30th April 
3. Contractors have requested an extension to the bid period and 

this was considered by Burr and Neve who, after consultation 
with us, granted an extension to 11th May. We will obviously not 
have tenders to review at the May PCC meeting on 12th May 
and will have to arrange a special consultation.  

4. Contact has been made with Colchester Borough Council 

 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/


Planning Department specifically concerning possible 
extensions to the expiry of the planning consent.  There is, as 
yet, no information on this, although this provision is included in 
the Scottish Coronavirus Act, so there may be some hope that it 
will be extended to England. 

FUNDING 
Work has continued apace with grant applications, particularly to 
Garfield Weston Foundation. All Churches Trust and Laing Family 
Trusts.  It should be noted that generally charities, including the 
National Heritage lottery, are redirecting their focus towards the 
national emergency funds and in some cases delaying or halting 
new applications, which may affect us.  This is all under review and 
our applications are being tailored to the new situation. 

Finance: 
Bill will be providing the usual end of month figures when they are 
ready and they will be provided in a future bulletin. 
Bill did wish you to be aware of the following news - we have 
received an interim payment of £58,642.57 from the solicitors 
dealing with Barbara Patterson’s Legacy. This is half of the St 
Mary's legacy.  The solicitors gave no intimation as to when we 
might expect the balance. 

 

Charity Applications for The Transformation Appeal. 
Members will recall that we have now submitted applications to 
AllChurches Trust; Garfield Weston and The Laing Family Trusts. 
All have told us that it will take between three and four months to 
process our submissions. 
Last week we received an email from Garfield Weston outlining their 
change of approach in response to the coronavirus. In summary it 
informed us that they had made a significant financial contribution to 
the national emergency fund – but in it they also invited us to review 
our application; again as a response to the virus.   They suggested 
that we might chose to leave it as submitted; amend it or withdraw it 
– perhaps for a designated period of time. The sub group of the 
Appeal Team considered these options and decided we should 
amend our bid. With the support of the Team I have written a 
statement outlining how with a successful completion of the 
Transformation Project we would be in a favourable position to 
explore a number of approaches that would support members of our 
community who had been affected by the coronavirus. Members of 
the sub group are currently reviewing the final version of the 
statement – it must be submitted to Garfield Weston by 6th April. 
It is entirely possible for the statement to be amended for 
submission to the other two charities. Although this hasn’t been 
requested, it is felt that notification of our recognition of the effects 
of the virus and our response to this would be helpful to them. 
As before, we eagerly await their response. 
Peter Terry Chair, Appeal Team, sub group.  

 

Appeal Team Report 
Peter Hill reports that the National Heritage Lottery Fund that they 
won’t process any new applications until October 2020.   

 

Tidings  
Editor Sue has a brilliant idea.  If you like to share your story (and 
photo) please reply to Sue and/or Erwin. It is all explained in Sue’s 
email below.   
 
“Knowing how difficult it currently is for most of us to distance 
ourselves from friends and family, I wonder if Tidings can play a part 
in keeping us all in touch with each other? 

 



I thought that readers might be able to share their ideas and ways of 
coping mentally and physically with social distancing.  For example, 
I've heard of people who have discovered lovely walks near their 
homes, been able to spend more time with their children now they 
can't go to work (although this can also be challenging!), taught their 
dogs new tricks, and tried out new recipes to use up food that would 
otherwise go to waste. Not forgetting, of course, how rewarding it is 
to help others less able than ourselves. 
  
My best friend has cleared out every kitchen cupboard and has now 
started to sort out clothes which she hasn't worn for years - there 
are six bin bags full and ready for charity shops once she's allowed 
to deliver them.  She's also vowed never to shop so wastefully 
again. 
 
If Tidings readers could send their tips and experiences, and 
perhaps attach a photo, to either myself or you (Erwin), I'll include 
as many as possible in the next issue of Tidings which will be out in 
about three weeks.  The two email addresses are 
sue@fernaueditorial.co.uk, and erwinlammens@btinternet.com  . 
  
Meanwhile, to all Tidings readers, I do hope that you stay safe and 
healthy and really look forward to hearing from you. 
Best wishes Sue” 

Namalemba: Rosemary has sent an email to let them know the 
following 
“Dear Sisters & Brothers, 
Here in Wivenhoe as we try to cope with the effects of Covid19 we 
are wondering so much about you and hoping that you are not too 
badly affected.  In UK there is a complete shutdown of everything 
except essential services so we can only go out to buy food or 
medicines.  Everyone who is older than 70 years is told to stay at 
home because the effect of the virus on them is likely to be very 
bad. There are teams of younger volunteers who will help if needed 
to bring food or medication.  All the Churches are closed so we can 
no longer go to a service on Sunday. So many are ill and so many 
dying it is a very sad time. 
We continue to remember you all in our prayers especially at this 
time and pray that you will all be kept safe and well.  
Rosemary, on behalf of St Mary’s Church, Wivenhoe” 

 

FOSM 
An email was received from Lynne Horner regarding the date of 
their Annual Meeting which is normally held during the month of 
May – one month after the Annual Parish Meeting.  The Standing 
Committee considered this matter and has given permission, based 
on the Church of England guidance for Annual Parish Meetings to 
be held no later than the 31st October to extend their deadline to no 
later than the 30th November 2020. 

 

Music Society 
Peter Hill reports that he has cancelled the Amici Quattro concert in 
April and the Goldcrest Ensemble in May.  The next planned 
concert is not until July.  A decision nearer the time will be made as 
to whether this can go ahead.  Marika has very kindly updated the 
website for us. 
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St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Three – 10th April 2020 

PCC Report from the Rectory 
It was very encouraging to see so many tuning in for the first ever live 
streamed service for St Mary’s from the Rectory.  Also the weekly clip on 
Youtube has been well received.  Courtesy of our son Jonas and daughter 
Mieke.  It is my intention to continue live streaming every Sunday morning at 
10.30am.  Steph Driver has put together a film with photos of the Passion 
Play in Wivenhoe in 2012 with an audio-recording of the Passion Narrative 
in a dramatised version by An, Jonas, Mieke and myself.  This will be live on 
St Mary’s Facebook page on Good Friday at 2.30pm.  I am very grateful to 
Marika Footring for helping with keeping in touch with and informing the 
Parish through digital communication. It is great to read that the men’s group 
keeps meeting via Zoom; likewise clergy in our MMP meet on Zoom for their 
weekly morning prayer. 
 
On Maundy Thursday all diocesan clergy and licensed ministers were 
invited to subscribe to a zoom link for the service live from Bishop Stephen’s 
study at Bishopscourt.  Earlier this week I have sent a Thank You-card to 
Bishop Stephen on behalf of the PCC as his ministry among us as Bishop of 
Chelmsford comes to a close at Easter.  I reminded him how grateful we 
were for the service of confirmation in March 2019 at which he presided and 
preached. 
 
On Easter morning at 10am Bishop Roger will give his Easter message on 
Colne radio and repeated at 2pm and 8pm.  Churches Together in 
Wivenhoe will continue to cover every Sunday.  On 19 April you will hear a 
message from Fr Mark (St Monica’s RC church) and on 26 April from Revd 
Alan Jenkins (Methodists). 
 
Our Sunday Club leaders are preparing an original message for Easter.  It is 
coordinated by Lucy Crocker and Teresa Warren.   
 
I am preparing three funerals for next week, which because of the closure of 
churches in order to avoid the spreading of the virus will take place at the 
graveside or crematorium in the presence of immediate family only.  Please 
remember in your prayers Marina Nice, Ian Hunter and Peter Wilson and 
their families. 
 
Tidings is expected to be in people’s letterboxes by Friday 1 May.  A 
generous donation of 300 stamps will ensure that also in June the Magazine 
will be sent by post.  It gives our team of deliverers a well-deserved though 
compulsory break and will avoid them to be put at risk. 
 
Our team of phone buddies are doing an amazing job.  Several people who 
receive a phone call from our volunteers expressed their appreciation.  Also 
Deirdre and her pastoral team keep in touch with the people they are used 
to visit. 
 
The first delivery of tea/coffee and biscuits for the General Hospital 
Chaplaincy for use by NHS staff was a great success.  The next delivery is 
planned for Tuesday 14 April. 
 
Every other day I inspect the church.  Also Douglas keeps on eye on the 
fabric.  All is fine. 
 
My wish for you this Easter: stay well and count your blessings – at home.  

 
Easter Service at 10.30 
https://www.facebook.com
/St-Marys-Church-
Wivenhoe-
816444805403094/ 
 
Download and print the 
service sheet from our 
website 
https://stmaryswivenhoe.fi
les.wordpress.com/2020/0
4/easter-order-of-service-
2020.pdf  
Just press your control key 
and click on the link above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colne Radio can be 
found at 1066FM 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Church-Wivenhoe-816444805403094/
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/easter-order-of-service-2020.pdf
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/easter-order-of-service-2020.pdf
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/easter-order-of-service-2020.pdf
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/easter-order-of-service-2020.pdf


Happy Easter. 
Erwin 

Annexe 
Little new activity with the Annexe this week except monitoring the planning 
situation.  There has been lots of lobbying of central government by industry 
and local planners to extend expiry dates of planning consents to mirror the 
Scottish action in England.  Still nothing has yet been issued. 
 

 

Cash in funds as at end March 2020 

 Nominal Account Name £ 

Free of 

Restrictions 

General Fund 45,037.67 

Restricted Bell Fund 12,095.77 

Restricted Choir Fund 865.27 

Restricted Fabric General 750.51 

Restricted Fabric General for Carolin Garden 6,500.00 

Restricted Fabric Langley-Bale Legacy 1,797.19 

Restricted Fabric Newton Legacy         203,925.43 

Restricted Pledge from Newton for South 

Porch 

110,000.00 

Restricted Janet Ashton Legacy 10,000.00 

Restricted Flower Fund 383.62 

Restricted  FOSM 5,904.97 

Restricted Cory Maintenance Fund 1,695.00 

Restricted Organ Fund 40.00 

Designated Sunday Club 518.91 

Restricted  Annexe and Emergency Appeal 25,217.96 

Restricted Transformation Fund Main Appeal 83,094.32 

Restricted Wivenhoe St Mary’s Music Society 1,352.91 

We propose to include income only as it is banked to prevent the future 
accounting possibly becoming very messy and time consuming when 
eventually agreeing entries to future bankings. 
The only significant amount not yet banked is a cheque from the solicitors 
for £58,642.57 being an interim payment (one half) of the Barbara Patterson 
Legacy. 
Bill Eborn 

 



Namalemba  
Email Sent 6th April 
Dear Friends, 
With all the restrictions on our lives during the Covid19 epidemic it is a very 
unusual Holy week this year as we shall have none of our usual services but 
still we can look forward to a joyful Easter day when we remember Christ’s 
resurrection.  No virus can take that away from us  and so we say 
 
“Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed,  Alleluia!” 
 
We continue to remember you all in our prayers and trust that you will know 
God’s love and protection at this time.   
Rosemary, on behalf of the Congregation of St Mary’s, Wivenhoe 

 

Caring for Churches buildings document was sent out on 7th April to all 
PCC members  

 

Fundraising Team have cancelled the June Market and all future events 
will be reviewed nearer their due date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Four – 17th April 2020 

PCC Report from the Rectory 
The response to the live streamed Easter service, Good Friday 
meditation and YouTube clip was very supportive.  We will continue to 
live stream the Sunday morning service and introduce the service in a 
clip on St Mary’s YouTube channel posted the day before. 
 

Sunday Club will provide a weekly video message online and sheet 
with a Bible reading, prayer and fun activities with thanks to Lucy 
Crocker. 
 

There is another men’s group meeting on Zoom coming up with thanks 
to Douglas. 
 

This Sunday 19 April you will be hearing a message from Fr Mark (St 
Monica’s RC church) on Colne Radio and on 26 April Revd Alan 
Jenkins (Methodists) will share his thought for the week. 
 

We hope to be able to bring the posting of Tidings forward so that it 
should be in people’s letterboxes at the beginning of the week 
commencing 27 April (and not at the end of that week as previously 
announced) with thanks to Bonnie. 
 

The box for tea/coffee and biscuits for the General Hospital is still in the 
porch of the Rectory.  The next delivery is planned for Tuesday 21 
April. 
 

The fabric of the church is in a good state.   
Erwin 

 

Colne Radio – Unfortunately due to a technical problem at the station 
the message from Bishop Roger did not go out at 10.00 on Easter 
Sunday but it was broadcast at 14.00 and 20.00.  Marika is in the 
process of obtaining the sound file from Bishop Roger and she will put it 
on the St Marys website – click on the News page and then look to the 
right for the listen again link.  It will be available very soon. 

 
 
 
 
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/news/ 

Transformation Finances 
You will recall that every month Bill Eborn kindly provides the PCC with 
an up-date on our financial position. 
For several months I have taken this information and used it to provide 
a statement outlining the amounts raised and still needing to be raised 
for the Transformation Project. This has been circulated to those 
directly involved in fundraising for the annexe and the nave. 
At a time when we are unable to meet to discuss such important 
matters I thought it important to give PCC members as much 
documentary information as possible, so I have included the latest 
summary here for you all to read.  Best wishes, Peter Terry 

THE TRANSFORMATION PROJECT 
(INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AS AT 31.3.20) 

 
INCOME: 
1.  Emergency Appeal                       £25,217.96 
2.  Cash in bank                        £83,094.32 
3. Pledged donations still to receive                      £13,804.74 
4. Open Gardens (’17 ’18 and ‘19)                                       £6,500.00 
5. Toilet area in annexe (Newton Legacy –pledge)          £110,000.00 
6. Barbara Patterson legacy (estimated) ***        £117,285.14 
 TOTAL                                                        £355,902.16
                                   

 

https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/news/


EXPENDITURE BUDGETS: 
8.  Annexe construction (includes 3% contingency)           £283,000.00 
9. Carolin garden                                                                  £11,000.00 
10. Nave: flooring construction                                             £65,400.00      
      Nave: cost of chairs                                                        £42,780.00                                                                                  
11. Redecoration                                                £50,000.00 
12. Contingency at 10%                                                       £45,218.00 
TOTAL                                                           £497,398.00
                                                                                 
To Raise                                                           £141,495.84 
*** Bill has received a cheque for half of this amount (not yet banked) 

Appeal Team 
Peter Hill has sent the following information to his team this morning 
and thought that members of the PCC should also be made aware of 
the following information. 
 
As you can imagine or maybe you have already seen that the grant-
making trusts are going to be re-focusing their funds towards helping 
organisations which are directly affected by Covid-19, or doing 
something to help people who have been affected by this virus. I think 
we might be able to claim that the physical changes we want to make to 
the church building will allow it to be better used by the wider 
community of Wivenhoe for different activities and purposes as we all 
seek to rebuild our communities.  
 
I have received an email from the National Heritage Lottery Fund to 
say:  
 
“We are aware that you may be working on a grant application for 
submission to The National Lottery Heritage Fund. We regret to inform 
you that we are suspending our normal grant programme until further 
notice and hence you will not be able to submit your application. 
 
Our Board of Trustees met recently to agree our response to the 
current COVID-19 outbreak.  In the light of the crisis, we have 
considered how we can best support the heritage sector at this time 
and have therefore restructured our current funding programmes in 
order to facilitate an effective and timely response. I am sorry to have to 
give you this news which we know will be disappointing.  
 
If you continue to develop your project plan and application, we advise 
you to keep abreast of our support for heritage in response to the 
COVID-19 on our website where we will also post updates on our 
funding programmes. 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/coronavirus-update” 

 

Phone Buddies – You may be aware of the 25 people being supported 
by 10 volunteers from St Mary’s.  More information about this is on the 
news page of our website. 

 

FOSM – A formal letter has now been sent by Lynne Horner to all 
members advising them that the AGM will not take place in May and 
they will be informed of a new date when it is possible to plan ahead. 

 

Annexe Team – Graham has no new information.  

 

  

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/coronavirus-update


St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Five – 24th April 2020 

Breaking news 
Revd Dr Sara Batts-Neale has been appointed Anglican 
Chaplain at the University of Essex.  She and her husband 
Tim will be moving to the Chaplain’s house on Rectory Hill in 
June or as soon as moving will be possible.  A warm welcome 
to Sara! 

News from Erwin 
We continue with live streaming Sunday morning Eucharist 
and uploading a YouTube clip introducing the service the day 
before.   Again a lot of positive comments were received and 
there were a lot of views. 
 
Sunday Club @ home is now running with weekly video 
messages, worksheets, a Bible reading and prayer for our 
young people.  Please promote this where you can. 
 
Please pray for the families and friends of our Parishioners 
who passed away this month: Ian Hunter, Peter Wilson, 
Marina Nice and Marion Pleasance. 
 
The men’s group is meeting via Zoom on 27 April.  If you like 
to join please let Douglas know. 
 
A new rota for the weekly messages on Colne Radio is in 
preparation.  This Sunday Revd Alan Jenkins (Methodists) will 
share his thought for the week. 
 
Thanks to Sue Clement, Bob Newell and Bonnie Tidings for 
May was ready and posted a week earlier than initially 
planned. 
 
The cardboard box for tea/coffee and biscuits for the General 
Hospital is still in the porch at the Rectory and will be delivered 
soon.  
 
Callers (‘phone buddies’) report back to me about their 
contacts.  People appreciate the weekly calls. 
 
Weekly MMP clergy prayer meetings via Zoom continue to 
take place.  An MMP Alpha course will be run in May via 
Zoom.  Details are on the poster  
 
I have visited the church twice this week and the building is in 
a good state.    

 
If you wish to follow her on Twitter her 
details are @DrBattyTowers  
 
 
 
 
The link to the service sheet which will 
remain the same until 31 May is here 
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/
2020/04/eastertide-2020-oos.pdf 
 
 

Here is the link  
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/sunday-club/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Fletcher as you will no doubt remember loaned St. 
Mary’s his wonderful icons depicting the Stations of the Cross 
last year.  Marika has discovered some information about 
them.  Click on the link to discover more. 

Here is the link 
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/2020/04/20/mic
hael-fletchers-stations-of-the-cross/  

E-Tidings was sent out on the 22nd April by Marika to 
subscribers.  Thank you Marika for the work you are doing to 
keep communication within the wider community going in 
these difficult times. 

 

 

https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/eastertide-2020-oos.pdf
https://stmaryswivenhoe.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/eastertide-2020-oos.pdf
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/sunday-club/
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/2020/04/20/michael-fletchers-stations-of-the-cross/
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/2020/04/20/michael-fletchers-stations-of-the-cross/


St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Six – 1st May 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every 
Saturday a short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service. 

 

News from Erwin 
SundayClub@home is running for the second week on our 
website: a video message, worksheet, a Bible reading, prayer 
activity and song in BSL.  Please promote this among families 
with children; you may like to watch it as well. 
 
Please pray for the families and friends of our Parishioners 
who passed away in April: Ian Hunter, Peter Wilson, Marina 
Nice and Marion Pleasance. 
 
The new rota for the weekly messages on Colne Radio is 
ready.  I have recorded ‘Thought for Sunday’ which will be 
broadcast this Sunday at 10am and repeated at 2 and 8pm. 
3 May St Mary’s 
10 May Community church 
17 May Congregational church 
24 May St Monica’s and St Sabina’s 
31 May Methodist church 
 
There was a delivery of tea/coffee and biscuits/sweets for the 
General Hospital Chaplaincy last Tuesday.  Thank you for 
your donations.  Next delivery is planned next week. 
 
Several Zoom meetings were organised this week:  I took 
part in a Diocesan Vocations Meeting, Colchester deanery 
chapter meeting, MMP Council meeting, MMP clergy prayer 
meeting and Churches Together Fraternal.  The MMP Alpha 
course will start on 5th May and people can still join.  For the 
poster see below. 
 
I am visiting the church at least twice a week in order to 
check if there are any issues.  All is well.   
Stay safe.   

 
 
Here is the link  
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/sunday-
club/ 
 

Help Identify the Next Bishop of Chelmsford 
On 12 April 2020 Bishop Stephen Cottrell left his role of 
Bishop of Chelmsford after nearly a decade in post. Later this 
year he will become the Archbishop of York. All of us at St 
Mary’s thank him for his huge contribution to our diocese and 
we will be praying for him and his wife Rebecca as they 
embark on a new chapter in their ministry. 
 
The process to discern whom God is calling to be the next 
Bishop of Chelmsford is now underway and begins with 
producing a Diocesan Statement of Needs. 
 
To help assemble this, the Vacancy in See Committee will 
carry out a diocese-wide consultation. They write: 
 
"We want as many people as possible to have their say and 
we will be encouraging submissions from churches, groups 
and individuals. After the consultation is concluded the 
Vacancy in See Committee will weigh all comments offered 
and prayerfully discern what should be included in the final text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/sunday-club/
https://stmaryswivenhoe.org/sunday-club/


of the Statement of Needs. 
The consultation opens on 11 May and will end on 4 July. 
When the consultation launches we will provide a series of 
questions to help people structure their thinking and to aid 
group discussion." 
At St Mary's we'll be organising a discussion to inform our 
submission to the consultation. Any parishioners who would 
like to contribute to the discussion may email Erwin with their 
thoughts. In the meantime, you can find out more about the 
process and the consultation by clicking on the link. The web 
page also includes a prayer for discernment which we 
encourage you to say as we embark on this important period 
for our diocese. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocese has created a web page to 
help explain how that process will 
work which you can find by clicking on 
visit here 
 

News from Graham Wadley 
I initiated a dialogue about care of organs during what could 
be a prolonged period of inactivity.  This has resulted in the 
Diocesan Organ Adviser issuing some guidance which 
includes running the organ blower for a few minutes on a 
regular basis.  Erwin has kindly agreed to do this on his weekly 
visits to church. 
 
The Choir and St Mary’s Singers continue their weekly 
Thursday evening Sing-a-long with YouTube links to music we 
would normally be singing in this season.  This seems to be 
much appreciated by the singers. 

 

Finance 
Bill has responded to an email to all churches from Chelmsford 
Diocese which related to the payment of the Parish Share.  He 
explained our financial situation and stated “Although the 
adjusted budget has no contingency built in, I feel confident 
that we can continue to pay our Family Purse, which is a direct 
debit, for at least 12 months.” 
St. Mary’s continues to have an income stream due to those 
giving via standing order and using the PayPal button and 
provides some financial security. We are very fortunate and 
thankful for this support. 

 

 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/our-next-bishop


St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Seven – 6th May 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 
short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
 
Sunday Club@home this week brings the message that Jesus is the Way, 
the truth and the life.  There are really fun with some very good activities for 
young and less.  A lot of efforts have been put into this.  With thanks to Lucy, 
Teresa, Marika, Sue and Heather. 
 
Please remember in your prayers those whose funerals will take place at the 
crematorium: Barry Woodward (21 May), Pauline Hirst (28 May) and Jane 
Cole (10 June). 
 
A special word of thanks for the late Jane Cole.  She will always be 
remembered at our church as the founder of The Friends of St Mary’s (FOSM) 
in 1993.  In the 27 years of its existence FOSM contributed hugely to the 
maintenance and repair of the fabric of St Mary’s church.  Recently The 
Friends donated a large sum towards new lighting and a state of the art sound 
system as part of St Mary’s transformation project.  In her capacity as FOSM 
Chairman Jane with other committee members organised various fundraising 
events.  FOSM’s Newsletter which evolved into Wivenhoe News is another 
great legacy of Jane.  She died peacefully on 4 May after a long illness.  Let 
us remember her gratefully for her contribution to Wivenhoe and its Parish 
church. 
 
This Sunday you will hear a representative from the Community church on 
Colne Radio.  ‘Thought for Sunday’ is broadcast at 10am and repeated at 2 
and 8pm.  Further dates: 
17 May Congregational church 
24 May St Monica’s and St Sabina’s 
31 May Methodist church 
 
The Hospital Chaplaincy has contacted me that next week they will conclude 
the collection of teas/coffee and biscuits.  There will be a final delivery this 
Tuesday 12 May.  So please a final donation by Tuesday morning would be 
very welcome.  Thank you to the many who donated. 
 
The MMP Alpha course started last Tuesday 5th May and continues every 
Tuesday evening.  People can still join if they wish.  For the poster see below. 
The joint MMP project with primary schools ‘Key to life’ has been postponed 
until March 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text of the full 
announcement to 
the PCC is given in 
the diary notes 
below. 

 
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
One of the tenderers has requested an extension to the closing date for 
tenders and this has been granted to 18th May 2020 for all tenderers.  The 
difficulty has been caused by shortage of their estimators working and 
absence due to sickness of key personnel.  Additionally it is proving difficult to 
obtain prices from subcontractors and suppliers. 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) have reviewed their work practices in 
accordance with anti-coronavirus measures and are planning to start work 
next week on the archaeological survey. Completion of this will meet one of 
the planning conditions. 
8TH May 2020 
 
 

 



FINANCE REPORT FROM BILL EBORN 

 Nominal Account Name End of April End of March 

Free of 
Restrictions 

General Fund 43,754.76 45,037.67 

Restricted Bell Fund 12,112.77 12,095.77 

Restricted Choir Fund 865.27 865.27 

Restricted Fabric General 773.51 750.51 

Restricted Fabric General for Carolin Garden 6,500.00 6,500.00 

Restricted Fabric Langley-Bale Legacy 1,797.19 1,797.19 

Restricted Fabric Newton Legacy         204,420.04 203,925.43 

Restricted Pledge from Newton for South Porch 110,000.00 110,000.00 

Restricted Janet Ashton Legacy 10,000.00 10,000.00 

Restricted Flower Fund 423.62 383.62 

Restricted  FOSM 5,924.97 5,904.97 

Restricted Cory Maintenance Fund 1,695.00 1,695.00 

Restricted Organ Fund 40.00 40.00 

Designated Sunday Club 518.91 518.91 

Restricted
  

Annexe and Emergency Appeal 76,005.86 25,217.96 

Restricted Transformation Fund Main Appeal 84,428.68 83,094.32 

Restricted Wivenhoe St Mary’s Music Society 1,352.91 1,352.91 

 

 

CURRENT POSITION ON THE TRANSFORMATION PROJECT 
(INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AS AT 30.4.20) 

INCOME: 
1.  Emergency Appeal (*1)               £76,005.85 
2.  Cash in bank                                      £84,428.68 
3. Pledged donations still to receive                                                £13,071.08 
4. Open Gardens (’17 ’18 and ‘19)                                      £6,500.00 
5. Toilet area in annexe (Newton Legacy –pledge)                 £110,000.00 
6. Barbara Patterson legacy (estimated) (*2)                                  £58,642.57 
7. Allchurches Trust grant (*3)                                      £7,500.00 
TOTAL                                                                                                        £356,148.18                                
EXPENDITURE BUDGETS: 
8.  Annexe construction (includes 3% contingency)                                         £283,000.00 
9. Carolin garden                       £11,000.00 
10. Nave: flooring construction                                                                              £65,400.00      
      Nave: cost of chairs                                                                                            £42,780.00                                                                                  
11. Redecoration                                                       £50,000.00 
12. Contingency at 10%                                                                                           £45,218.00 
TOTAL                                                                                                        £497,398.00                                                                               

To Raise                                                                                         £141,249.82 

 



(*1)  This now includes £58,642.57 –half of the anticipated Barbara Patterson legacy. 
(*2) The remaining half of the Patterson legacy – still to be received. 
(*3) We have received the cheque for this but it is yet to be banked. 
COVID-19 INFORMATION 
House of Bishops backs phased approach to revising access to church 
buildings 
The House of Bishops met via Zoom this afternoon, as it has done regularly 
throughout the current pandemic, and continued to review advice to clergy 
on the Church’s efforts to limit the spread of the coronavirus, to protect the 
vulnerable and health services. 
In a discussion led by the Bishop of London, Dame Sarah Mullally, who 
chairs a group examining how the Church of England might proceed once 
the current restrictions for COVID-19 are relaxed or lifted, the House of 
Bishops recognised that there have been some welcome signs of 
improvement in the current situation, including a reduction in new cases and 
hospital admissions giving evidence for hope. 
While church buildings remain closed for public worship, in line with 
Government advice, the Bishops agreed in principle to a phased approach 
to lifting restrictions, in time and in parallel with the Government’s approach, 
with three broad stages as infection levels improve: 
An initial immediate phase allowing very limited access to church buildings 
for activities such as streaming of services or private prayer by clergy in 
their own parishes, so long as the necessary hygiene and social distancing 
precautions are taken 
Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, 
observing appropriate physical distancing and hygiene precautions 
Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government 
restrictions are eased to allow this 
The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to implement 
the revised advice on ministers or worship leaders praying and streaming 
from their church buildings should be made by individual Diocesan Bishops, 
depending on their local situation. 
The Bishops were clear once again that this is guidance – not an instruction 
or law – and that it will be constantly reviewed depending on the national 
situation. 
National Church of England guidance will be updated in the coming days 
with further advice on how the staged process could be implemented and 
with factors and information for dioceses to consider.  
Bishop Sarah said: “We are hugely grateful for all that our churches and 
clergy have been doing to support the Government’s message to stay at 
home, to support the NHS, and to save lives. 
05/05/2020 

 

HAND SANITISER MACHINE 
Douglas is in the process of purchasing a non contact hand sanitiser which is 
on a stand.  When the church is able to open its doors this will be ready for 
use.  James Peters our H&S Officer has seen the specification and has 
agreed it is of the right design etc. 

 

Colchester Borough Council have published some guidance on Covid-19 
which I have received as a Deputy Lieutenant and I thought it might be worth 
sharing the link with members of the PCC.   
https://www.community360.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Community-
Response-Document_V3.pdf 
 

 

DIARY NOTES – The following two pieces of information have been 
communicated to the members of the PCC but are recorded here for the sake 
of completeness. 

 

Jane Cole 
It is with sadness but in gratitude for her life that I share with you the news that 

 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.community360.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Community-Response-Document_V3.pdf
https://www.community360.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Community-Response-Document_V3.pdf


Jane Cole has passed away peacefully.  Jane was a companion for many.  
She had a large knowledge of several subjects and conversations with her 
were fascinating when she opened a treasure of information and reflections on 
different matters. 
At St Mary’s she will always be remembered as the founder of The Friends of 
St Mary’s in 1993, also known as FOSM.  In the 27 years of its existence 
FOSM contributed hugely to the maintenance and repair of the fabric of St 
Mary’s church.  As an illustration: recently The Friends donated a large sum 
towards new lighting and a state of the art sound system as part of St Mary’s 
transformation project. 
In this capacity Jane and other members of the committee organised various 
fundraising events.  FOSM’s Newsletter which evolved into Wivenhoe News is 
another great legacy of Jane. 
Jane did a lot of research into local and family history and wrote several 
articles.  She loved attending concerts, history and Bible talks at St Mary’s.  
Much more can be said about Jane.  Just this: Jane had an open mind and 
loved exploring Christian faith in an academic way.  Her knowledge of the 
Bible and its background was impressive. 
In recent years Jane’s health deteriorated but she carried her illness bravely.  
She died peacefully on 4 May.  Let us remember her for her contribution to 
Wivenhoe and its Parish church and for giving her many skills to our 
community. 
Revd Erwin Lammens   
5th May 2020 

 

Grant Funding 
To all members of the PCC and the Appeal Team sub group 
You will of course remember that the Appeal Team sub group recently applied 
to three charities for funding for the Transformation Project. 
I am really pleased to tell you that I have today heard from one of these 
charities, the Allchurches Trust, to say that we have been successful in our bid 
and have been awarded a grant of £7,500.00.  We had dared to hope for a 
larger sum, but in these uncertain and challenging times I firmly believe that 
we should not be too disappointed but rather see this as another step towards 
reaching our goal. 
Many charities have diverted a percentage of this year’s available funds 
towards the NHS appeal, and some – like the National Lottery Heritage fund – 
have made it known that they are not accepting any further bids at this point.  
It is clear that that for a variety of reasons reaching that goal has become 
much more challenging  as a result of the pandemic. 
At the moment we await the results of the tender process for the construction 
of the annexe and the floor work in the nave. When we have  this information 
to hand we will be in a position to  make an informed decision as to the way 
forward but in the mean- time please share with me in celebrating the success 
of this bid! 
Peter Terry   
5th May 2020 

 

 

 



St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Eight – 15th May 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 
short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
Please tell everyone about Sunday Club@home on our website.  There are 
signs that it is not well used while Sunday Club leaders have put a lot of effort 
in it.  Every week there is a new activity. 
 

For your prayers just a reminder of the names of the three parishioners who 
have recently died.  Remember their families in your prayers: Barry 
Woodward, Pauline Hirst and Jane Cole. 
 

This Sunday we’ll hear a member of the Congregational on Colne Radio for 
the weekly ‘Thought for Sunday’ broadcast at 10am and repeated at 2 and 
8pm.  Further dates: 
24 May St Monica’s and St Sabina’s 
31 May Methodist church 
 

The last box with teas, coffees, biscuits and sweets for the Colchester General 
Hospital Chaplaincy for distribution among NHS Staff have been delivered 
earlier this week.  Thank you for all your donations.  A modest but meaningful 
token of your great appreciation of the NHS.  
 

June Tidings will be ready for print on Monday morning and sent to you by 
mail before next weekend.  If you usually do not have Tidings delivered to you, 
I have a few spare copies.  Please let me know. 
 

Do not forget that Thursday 21 May is Ascension Day – after Easter, 
Christmas and Pentecost the fourth major Festival in the Church calendar.  
Please refer to St Mary’s website and join the global and ecumenical prayer 
movement from Ascension Day until Pentecost (31 May) Thy Kingdom 
Come. 
 

Warmest greetings to you. 
Erwin   14 May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) started work on the archaeological 
survey on Wednesday 13th May with two large pits.  James Peters reviewed 
their work practices and risk assessment in accordance with anti-coronavirus 
measures and these were very comprehensive.  In the course of the 
excavations they found some human remains at about 1.5 to 2.0m depth.  
These were possibly considered to be 16th century by the archaeologists and 
can be reburied. The work will be completed and the remains reburied in a 
ceremony conducted by Erwin on Friday 15th May.   
 

Also on Wednesday the government made some announcements about the 
building and construction industries with some mention of simplifying planning 
procedures.  I am in dialogue with the Principal Planning Officer for Colchester 
Borough council who has confirmed that there is no change to the legislation 
concerning extension of planning permissions even in draft form.  We do have 
some helpful suggestions from James Ryan which I will attempt to develop 
over the next weeks. 
Graham Wadley   14 May 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
You may have seen this before but here are two quotes from yesterday. 
1/ a paragraph in the Government’s document about reopening public places; 
2/ a quote from the Bishop of London who leads the Church of England 
workgroup for the re-opening of churches. 
Kind regards Erwin 
 

 

 



Government’s COVID-19 Recovery Strategy pages 31-32 
The next step will also take place when the assessment of risk warrants 
further adjustments to the remaining measures. The Government's current 
planning assumption is that this step will be no earlier than 4 July, subject to 
the five tests justifying some or all of the measures below, and further detailed 
scientific advice, provided closer to the time, on how far we can go.  
The ambition at this step is to open at least some of the remaining businesses 
and premises that have been required to close, including personal care (such 
as hairdressers and beauty salons) hospitality (such as food service providers, 
pubs and accommodation), public places (such as places of worship) and 
leisure facilities (like cinemas). They should also meet the COVID-19 Secure 
guidelines. Some venues which are, by design, crowded and where it may 
prove difficult to enact distancing may still not be able to re-open safely at this 
point, or may be able to open safely only in part. Nevertheless the 
Government will wish to open as many businesses and public places as the 
data and information at the time allows.  
In order to facilitate the fastest possible re-opening of these types of higher-
risk businesses and public places, the Government will carefully phase and 
pilot re-openings to test their ability to adopt the new COVID-19 Secure 
guidelines. The Government will also monitor carefully the effects of re-
opening other similar establishments elsewhere in the world, as this happens. 
The Government will establish a series of taskforces to work closely with 
stakeholders in these sectors to develop ways in which they can make these 
businesses and public places COVID-19 Secure. 
 

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, said: “We note from the Government’s 
COVID-19 Recovery Strategy that churches could be open from July as part 
of the conditional and phased plan to begin lifting the lockdown. We look 
forward to the time when we are able to gather again in our church buildings. 
We are examining what steps we will need to take to do so safely and are 
actively planning ahead in preparation. We strongly support the Government’s 
approach of continuing to suppress the transmission of the virus and 
accordingly, we recognise that at this time public worship cannot return in the 
interests of public health and safety.” 

HAND SANITISER MACHINE 
Good news to share – two free standing hand sanitiser machines have been 
purchased for church use and they are currently with Douglas.  These have 
unexpectedly been purchased by an anonymous donor and I am sure you will 
be as surprised and delighted as I am by the generosity and thoughtfulness of 
that act of kindness.  

 

APPOINTMENT OF THE BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD 
There is more news on this subject and Erwin will be putting something 
together for me to share with you in the next briefing about how we as a PCC 
can be involved with the selection process. 

 

PLEASE PENCIL A DATE IN YOUR DIARY 
As there will be important decisions to be made regarding the Transformation 
Project the Standing Committee have decided that a virtual PCC meeting will 
take place in June.  At the moment enquiries are being made to ensure that all 
the information required for that meeting will be available before the date can 
be confirmed.  At present it is hoped that the virtual PCC meeting will take 
place on the 15th June at 19.00 using Zoom.  Could you pencil this in your 
diary for the moment and it will hopefully be confirmed in the next briefing 
sheet.   
It is appreciated that some members of the PCC will not have used Zoom 
before and Bonnie is prepared to host some practice zoom meetings in June 
to ensure that when the PCC meeting does take place everyone will be able to 
take part.  If you have a smart phone, tablet or laptop you will be able to take 
part without difficulty.  More about that next week too. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Nine – 22nd May 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 
short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
By now, Tidings for June should have arrived in your letterbox.  We have 
chosen to extend the postal delivery for one month; so also July Tidings will be 
sent to you by Royal Mail.  If you usually do not receive Tidings in your 
letterbox, you are welcome to collect your issue in the Rectory porch this Bank 
Holiday Weekend. 
 
There is a lovely clip on St Mary’s Facebook by Eleanor Vanner to mark the 
beginning of the 10 days of prayer Thy Kingdom Come from Ascension Day 
(21 May) until Pentecost (31 May). 
 
In your prayers please remember Pauline Hirst, Jane Cole, Louise Banks and 
Alison Close and their families. 
 
There are new activities for young and less young on St Mary’s website under: 
Sunday Club@home 
 
This Sunday Fr Mark from St Monica’s will share his thought for Sunday on 
Colne Radio at 10am and repeated at 2 and 8pm. 
 
As I announced last week we do no longer accept teas, coffees, biscuits and 
sweets for the Colchester General Hospital Chaplaincy as this project has now 
been ended.  A kind person left some treats earlier this week which I will give 
a good home possibly the Foodbank.  
 
Have a good week and many blessings. 
Erwin 
21 May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) completed work on the archaeological 
survey on Friday 15th May, including the survey of the south porch.  As 
reported earlier they found some human remains at about 1.5 to 2.0m depth.  
CAT are now in the process of reporting their findings, as required, to the 
Colchester Borough Council Archaeological Department who will determine 
any necessary future action.  We have requested Inkpen Downie to be 
involved in determining all levels in this area, ie underside of slab foundation 
and bones.  We have agreed a payment of £115 for CBC to discharge the pre-
planning conditions. 
 
Tenders were received from 4 potential contractors on 18th May.  These were: 
Bakers of Danbury https://bakersofdanbury.co.uk/ 
T J Evers of Tiptree https://www.tjevers.co.uk/ 
Rose of Manningtree https://rosebuilders.co.uk/ 
Beardwells of Basildon  https://www.beardwell.com/about-us/our-approach/ 
 
There is much work to be done by the QS and Inkpen Downie to analyse 
these tenders and to confirm compliance and this is planned for completion by 
the end of May, subject to contractors’ responses.  There are many issues to 
be clarified.   
Graham Wadley 

 

OPEN GARDENS 
We would normally now be anticipating Wivenhoe Open Gardens which is 
obviously cancelled but which would normally have donated a significant sum 
to St Mary’s.  A group has set up Wivenhoe Virtual Open Gardens Facebook 
for people to post photos of their gardens and, hopefully, at some time in the 
future, make a donation to the usual beneficiaries.  Do look at the page and 

 

https://bakersofdanbury.co.uk/
https://www.tjevers.co.uk/
https://rosebuilders.co.uk/
https://www.beardwell.com/about-us/our-approach/


contribute photos of your garden if you can. 
Graham Wadley 

MEETING SCHEDULE 
In the last briefing sheet everyone was asked to pencil the 15th June into their 
diaries for a virtual PCC meeting – the date is now confirmed.  Below you will 
find the complete schedule which you should be aware of.  Please note the 
opportunity to have assistance if you need it with the preparation for your 
appropriate zoom meeting. I am quite prepared to assist in helping you set up 
your device and then to assist you to get the zoom meeting on your screen 
etc. 
Bonnie 
A schedule for the preparation and implementation of the first virtual 

meetings of the Standing Committee & the PCC to discuss (1) the 

Transformation Project and (2) any other important business such as the 

possible partial re-opening of the church.  

18th May The deadline for the tenders for the Transformation Project to 

be submitted to our architects – Inkpen Downie. 

31st May Latest date for the tender documentation and recommendation 

from Inkpen Downie to be with the Building Committee 

31st May -     Onwards.  The Building Committee will meet virtually to discuss 

the information received from Inkpen Downie and will send a 

report and recommendation to the Standing Committee for their 

consideration.  Graham Wadley to be invited to attend the 

Standing Committee virtual meeting on 8th June.  

2-4 June Bonnie available to host practice zoom sessions for Standing 

Committee members who haven’t used it previously. 

6th June Bonnie to receive tender information from Graham Wadley and 

to send it out immediately so that the Standing Committee can 

read it through in readiness to discuss it at the Standing 

Committee virtual meeting 

8th June  Standing Committee meeting via zoom at 19.00.  Graham to 

introduce the Building Committee’s paper followed by a 

discussion in order to provide a recommendation to the PCC 

which will be accompanied by the tender documentation.  

8th June Agenda, tender documentation and recommendation from the 

Standing Committee to be sent out.  Zoom invitation to the 

virtual meeting to go out at the same time. Douglas to provide 

the link information to Bonnie who will circulate it.  A copy of the 

wording of the proposal* to be sent via email with the agenda 

and other documentation to ensure that everyone has a basis 

to work with to hand. 

9 – 12 June Bonnie available to host practice zoom sessions for PCC 

members who haven’t used zoom previously.  This should 

ensure everyone is ready for the 15th June. 

15th June First virtual PCC Meeting at 19.00. Recommendation to be 

made to the PCC for their approval.  All necessary 

documentation to be provided with an agenda, proposal\voting 

slip.  If the proposal* is amended during the meeting Bonnie will 

 
If there are any 
changes to the 
schedule everyone 
will be notified. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standing 
Committee 
members to 
contact Bonnie 
before 2nd June to 
schedule a practice 
zoom session if 
they require it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please look out for 
the information on 
the 8th June. 
 
 
 
 
PCC members to 
contact Bonnie 
before 9th June to 
schedule a practice 
zoom session if 
they require it. 



send the amended version out to all PCC members while the 

meeting is taking place or immediately afterwards. Members 

will be asked to vote on the proposal at the appropriate point 

during the meeting, but they must follow this up with the 

submission to Bonnie of the paper copy. 

Notes:  *Proposal to include a clause which says that the decision is 

made based on  the planning permission expiry date as laid 

down by the government at that point in time.  Any change to 

the planning status to be notified immediately to those 

concerned and thereafter an alternative course of action may 

need to be adopted. 

Protocol for virtual meetings 
All participants to be on mute until they are given leave by the 
chair to speak. To speak it is required that a hand is raised.  
This to be explained when the meeting information is sent out. 

FUNDRAISING 
The Lammas Day BBQ & Curry Lunch has unfortunately been cancelled. Also 
the Roman River Festival has been cancelled and so the concert which was 
due to take place in church will not now take place.  Two more events which 
have had to be set aside due to the circumstances we all find ourselves 
subject to. 

 

GIFT AID 
We have today received the sum of £16,784 in St Mary's general bank 
account from HMRC being the Gift Aid recovery for 2019. 
 
This figure will be allocated among the various funds in proportion to their 
amount donated under a declaration of gift aid and will appear in the end May 
cash figures.  
Best wishes, 
Bill Eborn 

 

 



St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Ten – 29th May 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 
short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
Please help with identifying the new Bishop of Chelmsford.  Send your 
response before 28 June to: erwinlammens@btinternet.com.  Here are the 
questions to may help you: 
Can you tell us what you value most about the Church in your community, 
Essex and East London? 
What wider issues would you like our next Bishop of Chelmsford to be 
passionate about? 
What qualities, skills or leadership characteristics will our next Bishop of 
Chelmsford require? 
What kind of person will our next Bishop of Chelmsford need to be (particularly 
as we emerge from the coronavirus pandemic)? 
What else would you like to tell us? 
 
There are still a few copies of June Tidings in the porch of the rectory for you 
to collect until Monday evening 1 June. 
 
The 10 days of prayer Thy Kingdom Come conclude this Sunday at Pentecost. 
 
In your prayers please remember Jane Cole, Louise Banks and Alison Close 
Forrest and their families. 
 
We are looking for scans or photos of drawings and crafts from 
SundayClub@home by our young people for the website, Facebook and 
Tidings.  
 
This Sunday Revd Alan Jenkins will share his thought for Sunday on Colne 
Radio at 10am and this will be repeated at 2 and 8pm. 
 
Stay safe and well.  May God bless you. 
Erwin 
28 May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
There has been a lot of on-going activity during the last week as follows: 

 The QS is working through the tenders and is now clarifying various 
complex details with contractors mainly due to differences in the tenders 
and compliance with specifications. This is proving time consuming, partly 
due to non-availability of people and suppliers due to Covid19. 

 The archaeologists of both CAT and CBC are working with Inkpen 
Downie to determine implications of the survey, particularly in relation to 
the finds and building levels 

 Effort is being applied to clearing the pre-planning conditions, including 
the above and the sample brick panels. 

There is now an on-going key dialogue with the Principal Planning Officer, 
Colchester Borough Council concerning the requirements to avoid expiry of 
the planning consent.  This has been quite positive and various potential 
avenues are currently being explored with his guidance. 
Graham Wadley 
28 May 

 

GRANT APPLICATION 
I have recently received an email from Garfield Weston to say that they are 
not able to offer us a grant towards the Transformation Project costs. This is 
really disappointing news as we had originally hoped for quite a sizable grant 
from them, but the pandemic has obviously played a part in their decision. 
Let's not forget the tremendous amount of hard work put into the GW 
submission by Philippa, Lucy and Viv. Together with the texts for the 

 



Allchurches Trust and the Laing Trust submissions we should be able to use 
the GW text as a basis for future applications. 
Best wishes, 
Peter Terry 

e-TIDINGS 
I am sure that the majority of PCC members are aware of e-Tidings that 
Marika prepares and sends out regularly.  If you don’t receive it you may wish 
to sign up for it via the St. Mary’s website – click on this link and it will 
automatically take you to the appropriate page 
https://stmaryswivenhoe.us17.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=40fe8e09225298d2bf22f2505&id=04f895673e 

 
 

ZOOM 
If you need help in setting up your tablet\laptop\mobile to enable you to join 
the next meeting please get in touch with Bonnie to book your session. 

 

 

https://stmaryswivenhoe.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=40fe8e09225298d2bf22f2505&id=04f895673e
https://stmaryswivenhoe.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=40fe8e09225298d2bf22f2505&id=04f895673e


St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Eleven – 5th June 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 

short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

MEETINGS: The Standing Committee and PCC meetings scheduled for the 
8th and 15th June respectively have been cancelled.  New dates will be 
circulated as soon as it is practicable to do so. 

 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
Identifying the new Bishop of Chelmsford.  Please send your answers to 
the questions below to me by email before 28 June in your role as PCC 
member or fill in the form in your personal name before 4 July: 
https://chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/LMxWdl  
Can you tell us what you value most about the Church in your community, 
Essex and East London?  What wider issues would you like our next Bishop of 
Chelmsford to be passionate about?  What qualities, skills or leadership 
characteristics will our next Bishop of Chelmsford require?  What kind of 
person will our next Bishop of Chelmsford need to be (particularly as we 
emerge from the Coronavirus pandemic)?  What else would you like to tell us? 
This Sunday 7 June has been earmarked a prayer day of discernment for the 
election of a new bishop.  
In your prayers please remember Jane Cole, Louise Banks and Alison Close 
Forrest and their families.  Also remember Wanwisa’s grandpa, Chas’ father, 
Alison’s father-in-law John Crocker.  Wanwisa is a member of the Sunday 
Club, Alison a Sunday Club leader and Chas a great supporter. 
This Sunday Pam Glower from the Congregational church will share the 
thought for Sunday on Colne Radio at 10am and this will be repeated at 2 
and 8pm. 
With gratitude St Mary’s has received the second half of the generous 
donation from Barbara Patterson’s will.  This won’t show in the May figures 
as the money has been received in June.  June figures will be circulated by 
Bill in July. 
Stay safe and well.  May God bless you all. 
Erwin  4th June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
The assessment and clarification of the tenders has been on-going with very 
many details to be clarified and considered.    A Zoom meeting EL/PT/DM/GW 
has been held in order to identify areas for further work.  In addition a virtual 
meeting with Inkpen Downie and the QS has been arranged for 8th June, with 
a list already having been submitted for them to start work on. Following this it 
will be necessary to virtually meet with contractors for full clarification. Various 
aspects of VAT conditions are being discussed with our VAT consultant. 
Graham Wadley 4th June 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
During this period of church closure, we have received no safeguarding 
concerns and obviously our usual considerations have been somewhat 
different, in the absence of church services and other activities. From a 
community wide perspective, there is a view in the world of social care that 
when lockdown eases, there could be numerous cases of safeguarding both in 
terms of vulnerable children and adults, and we could hear of many cases of 
people having suffered who have not been able to access the usual services 
that would alert the authorities to their plight, so it will be important for us as a 
church to pray for those who have been at risk and isolated at this time.  
Our virtual church services have become a supportive network for many and a 
good proportion of our regular congregation have been able to see who is 
taking part in the service, wish each other well and ‘check in’. One of our older 
parishioners now has a Facebook account and is making more regular posts, 
so we can keep track of her well-being in a way we wouldn’t have been able to 
predict a few months ago!   
El Newman  
 

 

https://chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/LMxWdl


FUNDRAISING 
The fundraising team have no reports for 2020. Since lock down no meetings 
have been held and no action, as yet, has been taken to have a meeting 
regarding the later part of this year i.e. Scruff’s, Harvest lunch or the 
December Market.  I suspect that this year none of these will be held but hope 
that 2021 will bring a brighter outlook on events. 
I have spoken to Erwin regarding my retirement from the Fundraising Team. 
Regretfully feel it is time, for benefit of my own health, but I have offered to 
stay as Coordinator of team until the end of this year and will hand over all the 
appropriate papers to someone at the end of December. I have enjoyed this 
experience over the past three years and thanks to everyone for their support.  
I wish the new Coordinator every success and will always be happy to help out 
on odd occasions when available. Hopefully 2021 will be brighter and better 
than ever. 
Tricia. Fundraising Team Coordinator. 

 
 

Wi-Fi in Church.  Erwin has been in touch with someone about the live 
streaming of our services during the past ten weeks and they are willing to do 
a bit of research regarding the options we may have when we move back to 
the church.  The outcome is awaited and will be shared with the PCC when\if it 
is forthcoming. 

 

Below is the text from the poster which is currently being displayed outside 
church. 

Join St Mary’s activities - Yes, certainly now 
Sunday morning communion service                        F 
Weekly clip introducing Sunday worship           Y 
 Sunday Club @ home              W 
St Mary’s Singers singalong              E 
Bible Study                 E 
Men’s group                Z 
Phone buddies                           P 
St Mary’s bellringers               WA & Z 
Alpha Course      Z 
Tweets       T 
e-newsletter      E 
 Tidings Magazine      M 
‘Thought for Sunday’ on Colne Radio                        R 
       And much more…   (for codes see below) 
 
Info:  W: www.stmaryswivenhoe.org 
            P: 01206 822511 (rector) 
 
Codes guide 
F=St Mary’s Facebook 
W= St Mary’s Website 
Y= YouTube channel 
Z = Zoom 
T = Twitter 

E= e-mail 
P = Phone 
WA = WhatsApp 
M = Royal Mail 
R = Radio 

 

 

WIVENHOE ST MARY’S MUSIC SOCIETY 
We had 6 concerts planned for 2020, all in St Mary’s Church, Wivenhoe. In 
addition, there are other concerts planned by other groups in this year such as 
the two concerts organised by the Director of Music, Graham Wadley, in aid of 
the Transformation Appeal; a concert being put on by the Cavendish Consort 
to mark their 40 years of existence; and a concert being organised by Roman 

 

http://www.stmaryswivenhoe.org/


River Music which is planned for Saturday 12th September. 
The first of our 6 concerts went ahead on 7th February with the Kingfisher 
String Quartet. It was a wonderful evening of music and enjoyed by many 
people too. 
Then the Covid-19 virus struck and the UK has since been plunged into lock 
down because of this pandemic. We have sadly had to postpone the following 
concerts: Quattro Amici concert, the Goldcrest Ensemble and the Martin 
Dobson Jazz Concert in July. Right now, we have no idea when things might 
return to normal and when we might be able to re-schedule these concerts. 
Because of other bookings, it might not be possible to re-schedule them until 
next year. Watch this space. Let’s hope our other concerts can still go ahead 
as planned. 
Peter Hill 

WEBSITE ETC. 
SundayClub@Home packages produced by Lucy Crocker, the SC leaders and 
Marika between them have been published every week since 26 April. St 
Barnabas church in Great Tey discovered the material on Facebook and 
asked permission to use it with their families as they didn't have the digital 
facilities themselves; this was of course gladly granted. 
Live video is being watched more than ever before. According to Vimeo, more 
than 80 per cent of people surveyed said they would prefer to watch a live 
video than read a social post or blog. 

 

BOILER SERVICING 
The boiler in the basement had its annual service on the 28th May.  All is well. 

 

ZOOM 
If you need help in setting up your tablet\laptop\mobile to enable you to join 
the next meeting please get in touch with Bonnie to book your session. 

 

DIARY NOTES 
The following was sent via email by the PCC Secretary on 30th May to all 
PCC members. 
Erwin has received the email below from the Acting Bishop of Chelmsford and 
has asked me to circulate this to PCC members.  Unfortunately it came too 
late for briefing sheet 10 but is too important to be left until next Friday.  I will 
include this information as a diary note within briefing sheet 11 so that 
everything is kept within a defined set of documents for easy reference. 
 
Dear Erwin, 
Many of us were expecting to hear the Prime Minister say something about 
places of worship, alongside shops and parks, in his statement on Thursday 
evening regarding the easing of lockdown restrictions. On scientific advice, the 
Government has however, decided church and other faith buildings must 
remain shut to the public until at least 4 July, which is targeted as the next 
milestone for easing restrictions beyond the current announcements. 
I know that, like me, a lot of people will feel disappointed and frustrated by 
that. While, of course, the Church is not a building, for many people our 
sacred spaces are incredibly significant in their lives and faith as well as being 
at the centre of community life, especially at times of deep need as at 
present.  
The Church of England bishops, led by the Bishop of London in this case, 
continue to work with the Government to ensure that we can begin to reopen 
our places of worship in a phased way as soon as it is deemed safe and 
practical to do so. Active planning is in process to that end, and detailed 
advice is being developed to help local churches plan for the practical 
challenges of enabling opening for individual prayer, weddings, funerals and 
other important rites to take place and then, in due course, a resumption of 
public worship services. 
So, hard as it is, I continue to ask for your patience and co-operation as we 
await further announcements during the course of June. 
+ Peter   
Bishop of Barking and Acting Bishop of Chelmsford. 

 



The following was sent via email by the PCC Secretary on 2nd June to all 
PCC members. 
I write to advise you that due to the circumstances given below in Peter Terry's 
email the virtual PCC meeting scheduled for the 15th June has had to be 
cancelled.  At the moment there is no indication of a new meeting date but I 
will of course let you know as soon as it is fixed.  Some members of the PCC 
have asked for and received assistance to get online with zoom in preparation 
for the virtual meeting.  If you need assistance please let me know. 
I would be grateful if you would now read the following - 
 

Having received four tenders for the above project we have been looking 
forward to the Standing Committee and PCC meetings to discuss the way 
forward. Bonnie has told you however that it is necessary to postpone these 
and I now want to give you the reasoning behind this decision. 
When Ben, our architect, and Gulam the QS first received the tenders they 
needed to study them carefully in order to make comparisons; reveal any 
miscalculations; identify issues and also list areas that needed further 
clarification. All this needed to be finalised before they submitted their report 
which was only received by Douglas at the weekend. He and Graham have 
been working incredibly hard on it in order to be entirely satisfied that they are 
in a position to make a proposal - firstly to the Building Committee, 
then to the Standing Committee and finally to the PCC. Unfortunately they feel 
they are some way away from this and that more conversations and formal 
meetings are required with Ben; the QS  and the contractors before they are 
confident to do so. I am sure you will understand the thinking behind this.  
It is regrettable that it is not at this time possible to put a proposal on the table 
but rest assured that this will be forthcoming as soon as possible. 
Please remember that our planning permission for the annexe expires on 27th 
of July, so we will certainly need a PCC discussion well in advance of that 
date! 
Thank you in advance for your understanding and forbearance. 
Best wishes, 
Peter Terry 

 



St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Twelve – 12th June 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 

short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

MEETING:  
Formal notice is hereby given that a PCC meeting, via zoom, will take place 
on Monday 22nd June at 19.30. 
An agenda will be sent to PCC members as soon as it is practicable to do so 
but that may not be within the usual seven days which is why formal notice is 
being given via this briefing sheet to ensure that the Church Representation 
Rules are complied with.   
The meeting will be, in the main, concerned with the recommendations from 
the Building Committee regarding the tender process for the transformation 
project.  Documentation will be sent to PCC members to consider as soon as 
it becomes available.. 
If any PCC member needs assistance with zoom please contact Bonnie as 
soon as possible.  Important decisions will be made and it is important that as 
many PCC members are present. 

 
The link for the 
PCC meeting will 
be sent with the 
agenda. 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
Identifying the new Bishop of Chelmsford.  I received one comment which I will 
include when I submit St Mary’s response at the end of this month.  Two more 
weeks to reply.  
 
In your prayers please remember Louise Banks and Alison Close Forrest. 
 
This Sunday Wivenhoe Community church has been invited to share the 
thought for the day on Colne Radio at 10am and this will be repeated at 2 and 
8pm. 
 
The Alpha Course organised by our Mission and Ministry partnership will be 
prolonged by several weeks and participants are brought together in a 
WhatsApp group.  Three Wivenhoe residents take part in the course. 
 
The Government has decided that churches and other places of worship may 
be re-opened soon if safety and social distancing can be guaranteed.  Only 
individual private prayer will be allowed in this first phase.  A statement is in 
preparation to explain how the re-opening will be organised.  This statement 
will be included in next week’s briefing sheet, on our website, digital 
communications and in Tidings.  
 
Keep safe and stay hopeful. 
Erwin 
11th May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEX 
Detailed work has continued with the clarification of tenders.  A virtual meeting 
was held with architects and QS on 8th June.  Many areas are now much 
clearer, but further clarification is required from the contractors for some 
topics. 
The sample brick panels required by the planning consent are to be prepared 
in the churchyard on Friday 12th June. 

 

RESIGNATIONS 
Viv Howard has submitted her resignation for both her roles – Administrator 
and Electoral Roll Officer.  Viv has consented to stay until October but has 
asked that she be released earlier if the roles can be filled before that date. 
 
John and Ann Williams have indicated that they are stepping down from the 
fundraising team but will be happy to help at the various events when life gets 
back to the “new normal” and such occasions are permitted. 

 

FOSM Report for PCC  
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic FOSM's Annual General Meeting was 

 



postponed until further notice and all fundraising activities have been 
postponed for the foreseeable future.   
It was with great sadness that the FOSM Committee learnt of the recent death 
of Jane Cole.  Jane's brother has suggested that if people wish to donate in 
Jane's memory then FOSM should be the beneficiary, for which the 
Committee is most grateful.   
Lynne Horner 

Cash in Funds Report as at end May 2020 

 Nominal Account Name £ 

Free of Restrictions General Fund 54,458.55 

Restricted Bell Fund 12,112.77 

Restricted Choir Fund 865.27 

Restricted Fabric General 796.51 

Restricted Fabric General for Carolin Garden 6,500.00 

Restricted Fabric Langley-Bale Legacy 1,797.19 

Restricted Fabric Newton Legacy         204,365.92 

Restricted Pledge from Newton for South 
Porch 

110,000.00 

Restricted Janet Ashton Legacy 10,000.00 

Restricted Flower Fund 423.62 

Restricted  FOSM 6,059.97 

Restricted Cory Maintenance Fund 1,735.00 

Restricted Organ Fund 40.00 

Designated Sunday Club 568.91 

Restricted  Annexe and Emergency Appeal 85,380.86 

Restricted Transformation Fund Main Appeal 92,682.00 

Restricted Wivenhoe St Mary’s Music Society 1,352.91 

Please note, all St Mary’s money for May has been banked. 
The final instalment of the Barbara Patterson Legacy (£58,701.88) has now 
been received 
and will appear in the end June figures. 
Bill Eborn 

 
 

BENDING THE KNEE 
Erwin has been approached for permission to use the area around the war 
memorial as a place for people to gather to bend the knee.  Erwin having 
consulted with others has replied that this was not an appropriate as the area 
was a focus for those of the fallen.  A full explanation was sent back and this 
has now appeared in full on a Facebook page. The PCC are being made 
aware of the following reply as it has been posted on social media 
 
It is uplifting news that a group of friends are planning this symbolic action to show 
their solidarity with all victims of racism.  The community of Wivenhoe is often 
praised for its openness and tolerance. We are a community that warmly welcomes 
members of all kind of minority groups.   
 
About the venue for this action - the War Memorial - I'd like to say a few words.  This 
is an iconic monument in memory of residents from Wivenhoe who sacrificed their 
lives in the First and Second World War.  Every year their names are remembered on 
Remembrance Sunday and wreaths are laid in their memory.  There are several 
Wivenhoe families involved.  The War Memorial has been erected to honour those 
who gave their lives in the World Wars.  So the significance of this memorial though 
of great importance, is very specific.  It is restricted to the commemoration of the 
victims of Wars and does not refer to any other good cause.   From that point the 
memorial can be compared to a headstone or tomb though no one is buried 
underneath it.  I fear that the families who still reside in Wivenhoe and who were 
affected by the loss of a family member in the World Wars would consider any other 
use of the memorial than the memory of their loved ones as disrespectful.  Therefore 
thinking of these families and all who want to honour the fallen in the World Wars 

 



any other action - even for the noble cause of an action against racism - may be 
considered by many as inappropriate. 
 
This made me think if there are other venues in Wivenhoe that would be more 
appropriate for making a symbolic statement against racism.   At the moment I can't 
think of such place but I am willing to ask someone with historic knowledge if there is 
a place or plaque in our community that already commemorates victims of 
intolerance or violating human rights and where the symbolic action against racism 
would be very meaningful. 
 
Meanwhile be assured of my support for each initiative that wants to establish a 
fairer and more just society without injustice, racism and intolerance. 
Erwin 

 



St Mary’s PCC Briefing Sheet Thirteen – 19th June 2020 

Live streamed Eucharist every Sunday morning and every Saturday a 

short YouTube clip introduces the Sunday service.  

 

MEETING:  
Formal notice was given on the 12th June that a PCC meeting, via zoom, will 
take place on Monday 22nd June at 19.30. 
The agenda has been sent out together with the zoom link details. 

 
 

NEWS FROM ERWIN 
There is no news to publish here this time – Erwin will be reporting on various 
matters on the PCC agenda in a few days time. 

 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT/ANNEXE 
Graham Wadley and Douglas will be giving the latest information on the 
project during the PCC meeting on Monday. 

 

CHURCH REOPENING 
The church will be open for individual private prayer for the first time on 
Saturday 27th June from 14.00 to 16.00 and each Saturday thereafter.  James 
Peters, Erwin and Douglas have been involved in getting everything in place 
to enable the doors to be open.  Volunteers have come forward to “church sit” 
and assist in explaining the socially distanced seating layout etc.  The news of 
the opening has been shared through various means to inform as many 
people within the community as possible. 

 

THE TRANSFORMATION PROJECT 
(INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AS AT 31.5.20) 
 
INCOME: 
1.  Emergency Appeal (*1)              £85,380.86 
2.  Cash in bank                    £92.682.00 
3. Pledged donations still to receive                                        £12.337.42 
4. Open Gardens (’17 ’18 and ‘19)                         £6,500.00 
5. Toilet area in annexe (Newton Legacy –pledge)    £110,000.00 
6. Barbara Patterson legacy (estimated) (*2)      £58,642.57 
 TOTAL                                                               £365,542.85 
                                  
EXPENDITURE BUDGETS: 
8.  Annexe construction (includes 3% contingency)                 £283,000.00 
9. Carolin garden           £11,000.00 
10. Nave: flooring construction                                                   £65,400.00      
      Nave: cost of chairs                                                              £42,780.00                                                                                  
11. Redecoration                                        £50,000.00  
12. Contingency at 10%                                                             £45,218.00 
TOTAL                                                                £497,398.00 
                                                                                
To Raise                                                                £131,855.15 
 
(*1)  This now includes £58,642.57 –half of the anticipated Barbara Patterson 
legacy. 
(*2) The remaining half of the Patterson legacy – still to be banked. 

  

APPEAL FUND 
Peter Hill reports that Terry Vanner is proposing to undertake a sponsored 
cycle ride in aid of the St Mary’s Transformation Appeal. He is proposing to do 
this over 14 days at the end of July and early August.   
 
This will be a challenge involving a virtual journey along to Santiago de 
Compostela from France totalling some 480 miles. He’ll be aiming to complete 
it in 14 days. 
 
He has signed up to a Facebook page which will allow him to plot this route 
and will give people the opportunity to follow him.  He is also sorting out a 
suitable method of collecting donations. 

 



USEFUL INFORMATION  
This information has been passed on and it may be helpful for PCC members 
to be aware of. 
“Changes to hospital visiting advice at Colchester Hospital 
Today we have relaxed visiting rules at our hospitals so some patients and 
their loved ones can see each other again. 
It comes after the publication of new national guidance on hospital visiting. 
One visitor a day will now be able to see patients who have been in hospital 
for more than 48 hours during staggered visiting times. This period will be from 
10am to 9pm. 
The visit will be for 45 minutes and it will need to be ‘booked’ by the patient's 
next of kin ringing the ward where they are being cared for. 
We're very happy to have these new arrangements in place. We can't 
underestimate how great it will be for our patients, and the people who care 
about them, to see each other face to face. 
We are asking for everyone’s help in making these new visiting hours work 
and we would like to thank all colleagues for their support. 
Visiting arrangements in exceptional circumstances, such as when a patient is 
receiving end of life care, have not changed.” 

 
 

 


