
Churches Together in Wivenhoe
Statement of Welcome and Commitment to refugees

As Churches Together in Wivenhoe we commit to welcome and support migrants and
refugees  who arrive  in  our  community.  Welcoming them in word  and action  is  a
principal part of God’s mission, in which we are all called to take part.

Our motivation: our calling as Christians
With  love,  care  and  respect  we  will  help  those  refugees  that  the  community  of
Wivenhoe welcomes in its midst.  As Christians we never forget that we are foreigners
and refugees ourselves as we are passing pilgrims in this  temporary world.    Our
ancestors were strangers in a foreign land as we read in Deuteronomy 10: 19: You
shall love the stranger, for you were once strangers in the land of Egypt .  In Leviticus
19:34 we read: The foreign person who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen
among you; you shall love the foreigner as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
Jesus himself is known as a refugee as he and his family had to flee from the atrocities
of king Herod and only after the death of Herod returned to a place called Nazareth in
Galilee, far away from his ancestors’ town Bethlehem in Judea, where Herod’s son
Archelaus then reigned (Matthew 2: 13-23).  
In the spirit  of Jesus we read in Hebrews 13: 1 Let mutual love continue. Do not
neglect  to  show hospitality  to  strangers  for  by  doing that  some have  entertained
angels without knowing it.  God in his universal love doesn’t make any distinction on
the basis of nationality, gender, culture, race, language, descent:  There is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free;
but Christ is all and in all (Collossians 3:11) 

Building together a world of peace and justice
Together with refugees we build a world of peace and justice,  as God intends our
world to be.  God has given us the gifts to bring and protect peace and to work for
justice in our world.
The description of  God’s  vision for  our  world can be found -  among other Bible
passages - in Isaiah 65. 17 25. The vision refers to a world which encourages and‐
sustains human flourishing: a living context of peace, safety, stability; the ability to
work and provide for individuals, families and communities; shelter, health and well-
being and some measure of prosperity enabling people to build for a future. In such a
world, people are much freer from fear and uncertainty; they have time to reflect on
who they are as human beings in relation to God and what they want the future to
contain. Jesus puts it more succinctly and powerfully: ‘I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly’ (John 10.10)

Members of Churches Together in Wivenhoe commit:
 to work for a positive atmosphere of hospitality and care towards the refugees by
speaking with positive voices about migrants and refugees, seeking out and enabling
their stories to be told.



 to listen to their stories of fear, abuse, trauma, despair and longing for the lost homes
and families. We can be repositories of those stories, held in trust for those families
and start to become agents of healing and reconciliation.
 to learn from them and to help them utilise their own resources, talents and abilities.
 to pray for the refugee families and those family members who were left behind.
 to work with organisations, agencies who locally support the refugees.
 to help refugees to re-build their lives by concrete actions such as:
- To search for decent housing
- To help with practical issues and minor jobs in the house
- To help with paperwork or refer to those who can assist with the completion of

forms
- To teach English
- To introduce them to local groups that may offer help in all kind of ways
- To  approach  the  local  schools  for  admission  of  children  and  help  with

application forms
- To introduce the families to the social and cultural life in Wivenhoe
- To take them round to local shops, businesses and amenities 
- If required to introduce families to venues of worship of their own religion
- To explore with them the avenues for finding paid work
- To  explain  to  them  about  the  parliamentary  system  in  Britain,  elections,

political parties and values of freedom and democracy.
- To inform them about social services, benefits, national health insurance, NHS

and taxes.
- To include them in community events by inviting them

Advent Sunday, 29 November 2015
Signed by all member churches of Churches Together in Wivenhoe and all Christian
Agencies, Christian Associated Bodies, affiliated Christian groups that are part of the
steering group of Churches Together in Wivenhoe. 

• St Monica’s church
• Wivenhoe Methodist Church   
• St Mary’s church
• Congregational church

and other members of the Churches Together in Wivenhoe steering group.

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. Matthew 25: 35


