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Friday 2nd May 2014 

NEW BISHOP OF COLCHESTER SAYS THESE ARE EXCITING TIMES FOR 

THE CHURCH  

The Venerable Roger Morris, Archdeacon of Worcester, has been nominated by Her Majesty the 

Queen as the new Bishop of Colchester in succession to The Rt Revd Christopher Morgan. 

Roger Morris said: “I am really thrilled to have been asked to come and serve the churches and 

people of this wonderfully varied part of Essex. Everyone I’ve met has been incredibly warm and 

friendly and generous – so much so that they have made coming here feel a lot like coming home. 

“These are exciting times for the Church as we live out and celebrate our faith in new, engaging and 

transformative ways. This is a time in which we are called to re-imagine a vision for the church in the 

21st Century which is authentic and relevant and helps us become all we are called to be.  

“As Bishop, I believe that it is important to make a priority of being available, being approachable and 

being known. Bishops are often talked about as being shepherds and Pope Francis talks of the 

importance of the shepherd ‘smelling of the sheep’. That means spending time with and knowing and 

identifying with the people we are privileged to serve. I am really looking forward to getting out and 

about and getting to know the people of the Colchester Area.” 

The Bishop of Chelmsford, The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell, added: “It is a joy to welcome 

Roger Morris as the next Bishop of Colchester. This is a time of great opportunity for the church in 

north Essex.  

“Roger comes to us with great experience of ministry in rural areas. His previous ministry as 

Diocesan Director of Parish Development and Evangelism, as Rector of a number of parishes, and 

latterly as Archdeacon will be a huge asset to the diocese. Roger brings evangelistic flair and a strong 

teaching ministry. He will bring energetic and creative leadership to the Colchester Episcopal Area. 

“We welcome Roger and Sally and their family to the diocese, and look forward to them joining 

us.”             

The Archdeacon of Colchester, The Venerable Annette Cooper, said: “It is wonderful to welcome 

Roger Morris to Colchester with his passion for mission and his concern for people. Both 

Archdeacon Robin and I are really looking forward to working with him as together we seek to 

serve God in the communities and churches of the Colchester Episcopal Area" 

 

The Bishop of Worcester, The Rt Revd Dr John Inge, commented: “All those who know Roger 

Morris will be aware that he is an immensely gifted priest. He has given so much to the Diocese of 

Worcester and I am one among very many who will be sad to see him go, but frankly it was only a 

matter of time before he was whisked away. Roger will make a wonderful bishop and the people of 

the Colchester Area of the Diocese of Chelmsford are very fortunate. May God bless him and his 

wife Sally and their children Fiona and Imogen richly as they begin this new stage of their lives.” 
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More information 

1. About the new Bishop of Colchester:  

The Venerable Roger Morris (aged 45) studied at Imperial College, London, and then at 

Trinity College Cambridge. He trained for the ministry at Ridley Hall, Cambridge.  He 

served his first curacy at Northleach with Hampnett and Farmington; Cold Aston with 

Turkdean and Notgrove in the Diocese of Gloucester from 1993 to 1996. He was then 

Rector of Sevenhampton with Charlton Abbotts, Hawling and Whittington; Dowdeswell 

with Andoversford, The Shiptons, Salperton; and Withington. From 2003 to 2008 he was 

Diocesan Director of Parish Development and Evangelism in Coventry Diocese. Since 2008 

he has been the Archdeacon of Worcester.   

Roger Morris is married to Sally, a Deputy Headteacher in a Secondary School and a 

Minister in Secular Employment (MSE). They have two teenage daughters. Roger stage-

manages the Canopy Stage (previously ‘The Performance Café’) at the annual Greenbelt 

Christian Arts Festival. His interests include popular music, films, supporting Bristol Rovers 

and walking the family’s two dogs.  

2.  The Venerable Roger Morris will be consecrated as Bishop of Colchester at St Paul’s 

Cathedral on 25 July at 11.00am. 

3. It is anticipated that Roger Morris will start his ministry as Bishop in the autumn. 

4. About the Bishop of Colchester’s Area – the “Colchester Episcopal Area”:  

The Bishop of Colchester’s Area comprises eight Deaneries in two Archdeaconries (view 

the map on page 4): 

 The Archdeaconry of Colchester with the Deaneries of Witham, Colchester, Harwich 

and St Osyth. 

 The Archdeaconry of Stansted with the Deaneries of Hinckford, Braintree, Dunmow & 

Stansted and Saffron Walden.  

Major locations include London Stansted Airport, Harwich seaport, the University of Essex 

and Colchester, one of the fastest growing towns in the country.  

With 503,000 people the Colchester Area of the Diocese of Chelmsford is large by 

comparison with dioceses – it is larger than Hereford and  

Carlisle dioceses. 

 

The Colchester Area has 190 parishes and 234 churches. 

 

The average weekly church attendance in the Colchester Area is 10,780 people with about 

1,490 more attending ‘fresh expressions’ or new forms of church.  

 

The number of adults regularly worshipping in Colchester Area churches is estimated to be 

10,640. 

 

There are 66 Church of England schools in the Colchester Area. 
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5.  About the Diocese of Chelmsford:  

The Diocese of Chelmsford is the Church of England in five East London boroughs and the 

county of Essex. 

 

Chelmsford is the second largest diocese in England by population after the Diocese of 

London. 

The Diocese is largest voluntary organisation in this church region. Chelmsford’s Mission 

Opportunity Fund donated £435,000 to community projects last year. 

Nearly 30,000 children and young people attend 140 church schools in Chelmsford Diocese. 
About 100,000 young people share in assemblies, chaplaincy, clubs and youth work. 

 

The decline in church attendance has finally bottomed out.  

 

There are more than 40,000 regular worshippers in nearly 500 worshipping communities 

served by almost 800 clergy and ministers in this diocese. 
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