
Matthew 25:1-13

 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 
4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight 
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went with him into 
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.

PRAY

On this Remembrance Sunday, I’m tempted 

to talk about the clear message in all the 

readings, which is that the Day of the Lord is 

coming and we must be ready.  But is it as 

simple as that?  And in any case, what does 

that mean?

Each passage is quite hard to understand, 

read out of context.  Yes, God wants us to be 

ready; but he also wants to be in relationship 

with us and he wants us to be real, authentic 

human beings.

On this Remembrance Sunday, it would be 

easy to think fondly of those familiar words 
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from Amos and forget the context in which 

they were written.

‘let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an everflowing stream.’

You see, the people had forgotten who God 

was.  They were celebrating the festivals for 

the sake of it, and not for him; to be seen and 

not to meet with him.  Let’s face it, Christmas 

has become a bit like that in our culture; the 

religious aspects rather an inconvenient 

afterthought.  Amos is criticizing those who 

were too busy making money to remember.  

The Lord God was not impressed with their 

indifferent attitude towards the poor and 

suffering, something he had made a priority in

his law nor did he appreciate their hypocrisy 

in worship.  

Take it all away, says God, I’m not interested 

in your charitable giving, your work for Round 

Table or the Masons or the WI.  It doesn’t cut 

it with me.  Let’s see some godly justice and 

righteousness instead.  Forget cudos, forget 

altruism, and serve me, he says!  Forget 

buying your annual poppy, if you like, and 

actually get down to doing something to help 

the victims of war.  You see, we so often miss 

the point with these small gestures.  How 

much does an average person put into the tin 

for a poppy?  50p, £1, £5 maybe.  You hardly 
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even notice you’ve given it.  And on another 

matter, none of it’s tax-efficient.  Think of the 

extra income if we all gave the British Legion 

£1 a month instead – and let them claim the 

tax back.  The majority of us wouldn’t miss £1

a week, never mind per month.  But, you say, 

I’m missing the point of the symbolism.  No, it 

saddens me, and perhaps it saddens God 

too, that buying the annual poppy seems to 

be enough for some people.

What God wants is pure, unadulterated 

justice.  In the words of the prophet Micah, 

‘What is it that the Lord requires?  To act 

justly, love mercy and walk humbly with you, 

our God.’   God seeks our humility, our love 

for others and our obedience.

And so to our Gospel reading.  As we live out 

our faith in this troubled world, the parable of 

the ten bridesmaids might actually motivate 

us to take action, in response to injustice.

A theme dear to the gospel-writer’s heart is 

the anticipation of coming judgment. It’s 

important for Matthew to emphasize to his 

community two things with regard to Jesus' 
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return. One is that they don't know when it will

come, so speculation is futile. The second is 

that come it will, so preparation is vital. 

In this parable, the Bridegroom comes later 

than the foolish bridesmaids anticipated and 

they hadn’t gathered the provisions needed to

welcome him.

We’re so often unprepared for what comes 

next in life, despite our constant 

preoccupation with the future.  Sometimes a 

premature ending takes us by surprise. At 

other times, we are unprepared when 

something takes longer than anticipated. In 

the former case, we think we have all the time

in the world, to mend a relationship, to 

achieve an important goal, to discontinue a 

bad habit or begin a good one, to take care of

ourselves, to develop our relationship with 

God, to read important books, take a stand, 

show we care.  I’m sure I’m not alone in 

having regrets about things I might have said 

or done, if I had my time with someone again.

Many of those who were bereaved during 

both world wars were so young – they had 

their whole lives before them.  Their futures 

were so often full of regret – if only we’d had 

more time; if only I’d told him how much he 

meant to me; if only we hadn’t argued on that 

last visit…

Rabbi Eliezer taught his disciples, "Repent 
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one day before your death." One disciple then

asked, "How will we know when that day is?" 

To which he replied, "All the more reason to 

repent today, lest you die tomorrow."

In our parable, the problem is not the 

surprisingly quick return of the master, but his

surprising delay. The bridesmaids, the 5 

foolish ones anyway, were simply not 

prepared for the long haul. Many of us also 

are unprepared for the long haul. We have 

short-term fad diets and sporadic exercise 

regimes.  We never manage to eat our five-a-

day.  Many of us no longer invest in 

friendships for the long haul, but allow 

geographic mobility to end relationships that 

otherwise might have been lifelong.  Even 

though life and the world may seem to go on 

forever, a day is coming when there will be no

more second chances to do certain things or 

to cease doing others.  Are you ready for that 

day?  Am I?  When we stand before our God, 

will he find us ready to meet him?  Will we be 

in relationship with him, as he longs.  Will we 

have demonstrated authenticity?  How real 

are we?  

You don’t get much more real than the 

members of our armed forces.  They have 

seen things no one should ever have to 

witness.  They have done things no one 

should ever have to do.  They are closer to 
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their colleagues than some of us are to our 

spouses.  It’s a life and death thing.  It’s real 

and it can be costly.  As a friend of mine once 

said, ‘if it’s not hurting, it’s probably not 

sacrifice.’

On this Remembrance Sunday, we remember

those who have made the ultimate sacrifice; 

rightly or wrongly, because of the politics of 

the day.  We acknowledge that as individuals,

many of those who willingly went to the front 

100 years ago were motivated by justice, love

for King and country, and obedience to a 

higher sense of calling that seems all but lost 

today.   But we know too that they were ill-

equipped and ill-prepared for what they were 

about to encounter in those hideous battles 

across the channel.  

Thank God for Jesus, who out of grace 

covers all our iniquities; those of the inept 

Officers, politicians, Monarchs and soldiers on

all sides.  And also the failures of us today as 

we continue to distrust the alien in our midst, 

to suspect every beggar of deception or 

laziness, every middle eastern face of 

terrorist intent.

 As the Apostle Paul says in his letter to the 

Ephesians, ‘In Jesus we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his 
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grace.’

On this Remembrance Sunday, it’s 

appropriate to remember Christ in the 

Eucharist; a visual reminder of his justice and 

mercy; a visual reminder also of the love of 

the Father and the obedience of the Son.  It’s 

good to remember the words of Jesus to his 

disciples in the upper room:  Greater love has

no one than this, than to lay down one’s life 

for his friends. You are My friends if you do 

whatever I command you.’

And he has commanded us to to watch out.  

To be ready for the Day of the Lord; to keep 

short accounts with one another; to love as 

he loved us; to be generous, to love mercy, 

and, like Adam in the Garden of Eden, to walk

humbly, in an open and authentic relationship 

with our God.  Amen
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